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Letter from the Commodore

Dear Fellow Members ,

   Once again Sara Taffinder surpassed herself in her 
hospitality for our AGM lunch on the 9th of December, 
a constant theme when I look back at my previous 
year end reports!

   Another fairly constant theme over the years is our 
lack of active skippers. Fortunately we have three 
more Skippers joining or re-joining our ranks for 
2018: Adrian Gould ,Luiz Provin and Ian Thomas.

   Having sufficient active Skippers is crucial to our 
maintaining a full sailing season. Sadly in 2017 
that was not the case, with berth days down and 
some weeks when the boat was not sailed. I would 
encourage those  members who already have paper 
qualifications to advance up the ladder to mate and 
thence to Skipper, and bring with them, to the club, 
their friends.

   Our stalwart Skipper assessment panel of  Alison 
Dewar ,Rob Anstey and John Salmon have a 
properly rigorous approach before passing out new 
Skippers, but they are also there to provide advice 
and encouragement, so avail yourself of their good 
offices!

   Our programme this year is centred  around 
Southern  Ireland, which seems popular, but to be a 
success early commitments are needed. 

   Bill Scatchard and the refit team have kept SEA 
SCAMP up to the mark, which is a constantly moving 
target. The leak which has plagued the boat this year 
has been located and will be dealt with during the 
coming refit.

   Sailing SEA SCAMP is a singular experience ,but no 
one would claim she is a boat built for comfort, and 
whilst less Spartan than when originally built there 
remains room for improvement.  During the coming 
refit we will be exploring the possibility of improving 
the heads by  a possible extension of the coach roof 
to provide added head room in the foc’sle. This a 
long term project unlikely to come to fruition in 2018 
, but we will report on progress. Such a change will 
not come cheap ,and cannot be met out of income or 
reserves, and extraordinary financing will be needed, 
as it was when we relaid the decks.

My thanks to the committee Bill Robson, John 
Scatchard, Jenny Douse, Nicky Twort and Flo Preux,    
and to our journal editor Adrian who does so much 
more besides . Alison has agreed to take over editing 
the News Letter so look out for forthcoming Social 
Events where I hope to see you, and if not there then 
beneath the canopy which protects SEA SCAMP 
during refit, erected this year I believe in near record 
time. 

Robert Stevenson - Commodore

Club Finances

Bill Robson- Treasurer

   Think of Alice in Wonderland’s  “a very happy 
unberthday to you”,  and you’ll have a summary of 
SEA SCAMP’s  2017 lament.

   We finished up with only 486 berthdays taken up 
and several trips cancelled:  in 2011 by contrast we 
managed 690. Subscriptions were comparable to 
last year but the plummet in sailing fees resulted in a 
drop in income of 7.4%. As we also had an increase 
in expenditure of  13.8% we were rather squeezed. We 
did not suffer a reduction in our bank balance but the 
£59 increase was a near miss! 
  
   Our 17 year old engine gobbled up £2763 in repairs 
and altogether we paid £1440 towards reducing the 
National Debt via VAT.

   The new asymmetric spinnaker was entirely paid for 

by “Sailorfunding” and the Club’s only capital expense 
was the EPIRB at just under £270. With donations of 
£1410 worth of shares our nett assets were  increased 
by just under 1% Our Accumulated Fund rose by 3.8%.  
The Accumulated  Fund is now £53088 which means 
an increase averaging £1561 for each of our 34 years 
existence, which works out at £4.28 per day; seems 
to me we are achieving  the object  stated in  our Club 
Rules 1 (b) that we are a non-profit making Club.

   If you are “keeping score” and wondering how we 
actually managed to squeak through despite the 
year’s challenges described above the answer is from 
the £377 coming from the AGM and the Autumn lunch 
with the hard work,  cooking skills and generosity of 
Sara Taffinder and Rob Stevenson respectively brought 
us a welcome cash boost.
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Bill Scatchard - Refit Chairman

Refit Report

   SEA SCAMP was lifted out on 13th November and we 
built the frame in near record time on 18th November, the 
frame will be covered after Christmas ready for refitting in 
the New Year.
 
   The main job this year is to plug the leaks – joints of 
lowest planks to garboard (big plank just above the keel) 
just aft of the mast – the planks here are not well supported 
by frames. Our shipwright will be doing this work and 
splining some seams which have opened out a bit.  The 
hull forward of the mast is in virtually leak proof.  But before 
he can start work we have to scrape some antifoul off the 
hull and remove the lower saloon berths so he has access.  

   Renovation of the deck caulking will continue

   The electric systems overhaul will continue  - to make the 
system safer and easier to operate.

   The boom reefing gear will be checked and worn out sea 
cocks replaced

   There will be the usual list of equipment to be serviced, 
hatch seals to be renewed and lots of sanding, painting 
and varnishing to do – plenty of jobs for all skill levels.

Rudder to be raised by 5 mmOld bolt holes to be plugged and redrilled

  Last year we dropped the rudder and renovated the 
bearings – this stopped the rudder pintle at the bottom 
of the stock moving in the keel cup.  
 

 This year we will raise raise the rudder up by 5 mm so 
that the original bronze Abeking & Rasmussen yard 
plate on deck is not worn by the rudder head and the 
shipwright will fill in the rudder strap holes which have 
got over large over the years and drill new holes for the 
securing bolts.

 
    SEA SCAMP is at the top end of the yard next to 
our pontoon gangway and Nicky Twort will be our Refit 
Volunteer Organiser – or Whipper In.  If she has not 
contacted you yet, she will be doing so soon so please 
make a positive response and tell her your refit dates 
– Saturday and Sundays , January to March with some 
midweek days for special jobs.  

   The  2017/8  Refit Allowance of £ 1.70 is earned for 
each Refit  “day” done (6 hours starting at 0930).   For 
more details of all the refit jobs we will be doing this 
year please contact me  Bill Scatchard, Refit Chairman     
Tel: 020 8998 4816      Email: billscat4@gmail.com
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Sailing Secretary report

Nicky Twort - Sailing Secretary

   The 2017 Programme followed the normal pattern 
commencing with Solent based weekends. Thereafter 
the cruising season started with a delivery to Brighton 
for the Royal Escape Race at the end of May. SEA 
SCAMP was sailing really well and making good time 
until the last 3nm. when the wind died and the tide 
turned.

   The D Day celebrations followed with SEA SCAMP 
based at Ouistreham. We had intended to spend more 
time across the Channel but a shortage of skippers 
and crew meant an earlier return to England. However, 
a number of West Country weeks' sailing ensued, 
including possibly SEA SCAMP’s first visit to Lyme 
Regis-- on a mooring buoy of course. Someone will 
soon tell me I'm wrong on this !

    For 2018 the Cruising area is to be Southern  
Ireland, kicking off from Falmouth in mid June. This 
will be preceded by the Royal Escape Race and 
some time in Normandy. So we have four longer sails 

scheduled: two across the Channel and two across 
the Irish Sea. Those will be followed by a couple of 
cruising weeks in the West Country, to get back to SQ 
by early September, then the usual Autumn weekends 
up until the beginning of November. 

    Signings of skippers, mates and crew both before 
and at the AGM in early December are already very 
promising. Also we have three new skippers for 
2018: Adrian Gould, Luiz Provin (OCC Mate ) and Ian 
Thomas (OCC skipper and returning SS skipper)

   The Training Officer John Scatchard is willing to 
schedule training weekends subject to demand. 
However, as he would say himself 'every trip is a 
training opportunity.'  And do please bear in mind, 
skippers, that three or four days sails during the Spring 
and Autumn are always possible. Just get in touch.

Website.
  The SeaScamp website (http://www.seascamp.
org.uk/ ) serves a variety of functions: publicise the 
club; attract new members; inform about the boat; 
let existing members know the sailing programme; 
give members information such as safety briefings 
and the Sailing Manual. I have been doing basic 
maintenance and updating of the site, but it now 
needs an overhaul. The software for the website has 
not been updated for nearly ten years, it does not 
work well on mobile devices, and it is filled with spam 
registration applications (since each registration has to 
be manually confirmed, the fakes cannot access the 

Member area - nevertheless they are cluttering up the 
database, and website security needs to be updated). 
So, the website needs a thorough overhaul and 
update. I will start on that when I return from travels in 
March 2018, but it will take time. I would hope to have 
a new website for approval by the end of 2018, but 
while I have some experience with website design, I’m 
not an expert. Do please volunteer to help if you have 
either website (Joomla or Wordpress) or visual design 
expertise.

Mike Sharples 

Brain Tweaker.

1. What is the distance between Bramble Bank Beacon and Bramble Pile?

2. What is the nearest operational hard surface airport called?

3. What has the West Bramble Buoy in common with SEA SCAMP?

4. What do you see if you type the URL  
    http://www.shipais.com/showship.php?refresh=2&map=1&mmsi=992351146 
    into your browser? set by Bill Robson
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New Member Profiles  

MINJI XU - I am a Chinese in Britain. I am new to 
sailing starting two years ago. With sailing I have been 
able to go around to many different places eating 
nice food and ice cream. Actually it is great fun to 
hop on the boat and explore new islands, cities and 
coasts. It was also really good to sail with people who 
are good chefs because that means everyone gets 
to have yummy dinners on SEA SCAMP. Sometimes 
I had to get up really early to start one day's journey 
but the sunrise in the morning well justified the effort. I 
gradually learnt SEA SCAMP rules, terms and people. 
What shall I say? There is no end to explore therefore 
no end to have fun. 

MATT ROBSON - I have sailed on Sea Scamp for 
many years but having only become a full member 
recently it might be time for an introduction! I live 
and work in London which doesn't afford me many 
opportunities for spontaneous sailing, but I was lucky 
enough to study in Brighton, where I participated 
in Sussex Yacht Club's racing series as much as 
possible. Though this was a good way to keep 
active, I prefer cruising to racing. I just achieved the 
Day Skipper certification and hope to use this to 
supplement Sea Scamp trips with charters in warmer 
waters. I look forward to sailing more frequently on 
Sea Scamp in 2018."

LUIZ PROVIN - Born and raised in Brazil, I came 
to Europe in 1984, age 23 on a sabbatical from 
University life. In 1986, a pure chance encounter 
with a Uruguayan sailor in the Med led to a season 
working as deck hand on the 60’ classic yacht 
Vesta. Until then sailing had been a distant dream 
lived through voyage accounts of round the world 
sailors Joshua Slocum and Vito Dumas. Various 
yacht deliveries followed over the next few years, 
mainly from Europe to the Caribbean, Pacific and 
Indian Ocean. In 1988 came a change of direction, 
an English rose came into my life and together we 
spent a year travelling in South America before finally 
settling down in the UK in 1990. Since then, two lovely 
kids, a career as a Sound Engineer starting at the 
BBC and currently with Pinewood Studios. Joined 
the OCC in 2012 as Mate and now delighted to join 
the rank of Sea Scamp Skippers. Looking forward to 
sailing with you in years to come.

Also Ian Thomas has Joined this year. 
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KEITH FARLEY-PETTMAN - Despite doing most of 
my growing up in Poole I didn’t get on the water 
much other than being taught dinghy sail symbols 
by a girlfriend from a sailing family and helping build 
a Mirror dinghy for my school that I never got to sail. 
I work part time producing Energy Performance Cer-
tificates for house sellers. This is a sinecure after 35 
years as a secondary school teacher. My wife and I 
enjoy inland waterway boating and we have a share 
in a motor cruiser based in Burgundy, well away 
from salt water. I came to Sea Scamp after learning 
about the Windfall Yachts when my daughter and her 
husband were guests on Overlord.

IAN TAYLOR - For me it all began with eight starry 
nights spent with S. Niarchos, a tallship on route to 
Delfzijl. Then came a few years of day trip sails with 
friends of friends, which was always fun yet transient. 
La Gomera is where I really started to learn the ropes, 
with a Bavaria in deep and choppy waters. But I was 
searching for something more meaningful than a 
holiday fling with a youthful 40ft cruiser. Then I found 
love - Sea Scamp - and I’m delighted to be joining the 
family!

I live in London and work in venture capital and policy, 
but I would much rather be on the coast or in the 
mountains. (Before you ask, I'm not Hugh’s brother)

TERRY NOONAN - Hi, I retired in 2015 and was 
looking for new ways to keep myself amused and 
occupied. I was invited on a sailing holiday off the 
coast of Turkey by some friends and thoroughly 
enjoyed myself, although on my very first day we were 
caught in a Force 8 storm, I survived without feeling 
seasick, in comparison the rest of the week felt like 
"plain sailing". That was my start. I met up with the 
same friends in Greece the following year and spent 
the week aboard a catamaran which was not as 
exciting as a mono hull.
 
In the summer of 2017 my friend Adrian Gould invited 
me for a taster weekend on SEA SCAMP. I fell in love 
with the boat immediately and all the crew I met were 
wonderful so I signed up with the syndicate straight 
away. Now I have even passed my Competent Crew.
I look forward to more good times this summer and to 
learning much more.

Also Ian Thomas has Joined this year. 
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GRADE

 Skipper 

MINIMUM RYA
QUALIFICATION

 RYA Coastal Skipper  
 certificate (examined, not
 course completion)

 First Aid certificate (3 year  
 life)

 SRC certificate

ADDITIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

 RYA Sea Survival

 Commercial Endorsement
 International Certificate of
 Competence

 RYA Diesel Engine 
 Maintenance

ADDITIONAL 
REQUIREMENT FOR

GRADE
 Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate Training 
 Syllabus up to Skipper level, 
 including a “Pass out” test.

 Min. 1,000 miles logged in  
 coastal waters.

 Must have sailed as a Mate 
 on Sea Scamp for at least 2
 week ends and 1 cruise with
 different Skippers, which
 must include 2 offshore  
 passages of over 60 miles .

RECOMMENDATIONS
REQUIRED

 Nominated by a SEA 
 SCAMP Syndicate
 “assessor”

 Recommended by 2 
 other Skippers

 Mate  RYA Day Skipper / Watch
 Leader theory and practical
 courses completed.

 SRC certificate.

 First Aid certificate  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus up to Mate 
 level.

 Must have sailed as Watch 
 Leader for at least 2 week -
 ends on Sea Scamp, which
 must include one offshore  
 passage of over 60 miles.

 Recommended by 2 
 Skippers

 Watch 
 Leader

 RYA Day Skipper / Watch
 Leader theory

 First Aid certificate  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus up to
 Watch Leader level.

Must have sailed aboard Sea 
Scamp for at
least 2 week ends .

 Recommended by 1 
 Skipper

 Qualified
 Crew

 None  RYA Competent Crew  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus for  
 Qualified Crew level.

 Recommended by 1 
 Skipper

Summary of SEA SCAMP syndicate grading scheme

John Scatchard - Training and Gradings Officer 

   As usual I remind skippers and crew that every 
trip has the potential for training and for signatures 

on your “can do” sheets. Don't forget to make an 
application for regrading when you are ready.

2018 Training
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Safety Advisor’s Report 

John Adam - Safety Advisor

   The rudder, an essential item for safe navigation.

   At last refit the rudder was taken down for inspection. 
The cup support bearing at keel level was found to be 
very worn.  It has been fitted with a Delrin liner which is 
reported “good” after one season. 

   When refitting the rudder the whole hull has to be 
raised by a few feet during the relaunch procedure 
in order to enter the stock into its tube, and this 
means that there is limited time for adjustment and 
completion. This year the fittings have been removed 
to allow the rudder to be adjusted vertically (raised by 
about 5mm).

    There has been discussion about preventers after a 
fatal accident on a round the world racing yacht as a 
result of the preventer strop at the bow failing. It is very 
difficult to predict the load in a preventer, with many 
variables at play.  My own opinion is that reefing at 
the right time and luffing up a bit in a seaway at night 
is better than depending on a preventer. It will be little 
more than an aid. Racing will not help the decision 
making as to the right time to reef.

    Talking about the right time, age is creeping up on 
me, I am less steady on my pins than I was so I have 
decided to limit my sailing to weekends out of SQ, I do 
not want to become a trouble for my fellow sailors. 

   Please read overleaf RYA article on Cold Water Shock.

New bearings and straps fitted in 2017

Training and Gradings 
Skippers

Rob Anstey
Clive Brown (retired)
John Cox (retired)
Alison Dewar
Adrian Gould
Adrian Halstead
Martin Hayden
Luiz Provin
Bill Robson
John Salmon
Bill Scatchard
John Scatchard
Mike Sharples
Rob Stevenson
Kate Taylor
Ian Thomas
Nick Thomas
Andy Whitmore

Mates
Ian Baines
John Davison
Jenny Douse
Jim Gotto
Chris Kingswood
Graham Little
Sophie Lund
Graham Macey
Denise Moore
Martin Moss
Guy Mullins
Florence Preux
Amanda Prout
Laura Salmon
Terry Secretan
David Shepherd
Simon Smewing
Sara Taffinder
Eden Thomson
Nicole Twort
Hilary Webb

Watch Leaders
John Adams
Mark Cullen
Peter Deeley
Celia Emmott
Anne Gaillard
Peter Hamblin
Andrew Hawthorn 
Lesley Kiln
Mark Meadows
John Orrell
Rob Panting
Hugh Taylor
Ian Taylor
Anne Robson
Mary Webb

Qualified Crew 
John Adam
Jill Campion
Monica Deasy
Tracey Farkas
Keith Farley-Pettman
Carolin Gohler
Martin Golden
Kate Gotto
Millie Gotto
Poppy Gotto
Simon Hodgins
Chris Lovegrove
Colette McLaughlin
Saladin Meckled Garcia
Steve Morgan
Terry Noonan
Matthew Robson
Liz Scatchard
Sue Shrubsole
James Wickens
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   Cold Water Shock (CWS) is a 
cause of death that many people 
fail to understand. Adequate 
clothing and a lifejacket will help 
you to survive long enough to be 
recovered. 

   When the body is suddenly 
immersed in cold water, it 
experiences a number of 
physiological responses that can 
rapidly incapacitate and even 
kill. The sudden lowering of skin 
temperature is one of the most 
profound stimuli that the body 
can encounter. As blood vessels 
contract, increases in heart rate 
and blood pressure may result in 
cardiac arrest even in people who 
are in good health. At the same 
time a "gasp" response may result 
in water being inhaled into the 
lungs and your breathing rate may 
increase by as much as tenfold. 

   CWS causes involuntary body 
reactions that can be as swift 
as they are deadly. The ability to 
swim well has no impact on these 
responses. CWS is far deadlier 
than hypothermia, yet far less 
understood by boaters in general.  

   Hypothermia kills over time as 
heat is conducted away from the 
body, leading to a gradual decline 
in core body temperature, loss of 
swimming ability, unconsciousness, 
and, ultimately, death. 

   Conversely, most people who 
are susceptible to CWS die in 
the first minute of immersion. 
Sudden cold water immersion 
drastically reduces your ability to 
hold your breath, typically from 
a minute or so to less than ten 
seconds. Cold water in your ears 
can cause vertigo, resulting in 
disorientation. CWS is a danger in 
water below 15°C - more or less the 
summertime average around the 
coast of the UK. 

   It is therefore important to think 
carefully about the clothing you 
wear and your protection from 
the cold. A dry suit will provide 
additional protection, particularly in 
very cold water. CWS coupled with 
the shock of going over the side 
may well contribute  to a feeling of 
panic as you struggle to stay afloat; 
this will be far easier to overcome if 
you are wearing a lifejacket. 

   The key to surviving CWS is being 
alert to the symptoms and acting 
quickly to protect your airway and 
conserve your strength. 

   If you ever recover someone from 
the water, they may seem okay, but 
might be susceptible to secondary 
drowning, where any water entering 
the lungs can cause a condition 
called pulmonary oedema. This 
can happen within one to 24 hours 
after an incident in the water. The 
symptoms to look out for are 
coughing, chest pain, troubled 
breathing, tiredness and irritability. 
A close eye may need to be kept 
on the person after an incident in 
case of delayed symptoms

Each year. the RYA draws on the 
knowledge it gains from incidents 
and accidents to highlight 
important learning points. Some 
may not be immediately obvious. 
others are fundamental and merit 
repetition. To obtain your free copy 
of the Safety Advisory Notice. visit 
www.rya.org.ukI knowledge-advice

RYA article on Cold Water Shock from Winter 2017 

printed here with kind permission of the RYA
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RYA article on Cold Water Shock from Winter 2017 Photos Classic Channel Regatta

Bill and Jill enjoy pre race drinkies
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Fecamp

Ouistreham

St Vaast

St Helier

16 - 17 April  SQ - Gosport
Kate Taylor (S)
Rob Anstey (M)
Alison Dewar
Luke Anstey

22 - 23 April  SQ - Cowes.
John Salmon(S)
Nicky Twort (M)
Peter Deeley
Ellie Meadows
Mark Meadows
James Logan

29 April - 1 May  
SQ - Yarmouth - Cowes
Alison Dewar (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Mike Sharples
Minji Xu
Rob Panting

13 - 14 May  S.Q. - Newton C.
John Scatchard (S)
Luiz Provin (M)
Kate Taylor
Alison Dewar
Hugh Taylor
Ian Taylor

20 - 21 May  
S.Q. - Bucklers Hard
Bill Scatchard (S)
Guy Mullins (M) 
John Adam
Flo Preux

23 - 25 May  S.Q. -  Brighton
Clive Brown (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Sara Taffinder
Jenny Douse

Spring sailing in the Solent

6-7 May   S.Q. - Yarmouth 
Rob Stevenson (S)
Luiz Provin(M)
Ian McGregor
Peter Boyd
Mark Boyd
Martin Golden

Cruising Area 2017,  Who sailed where when

St Peter Port

Torquay

Plymouth

Dartmouth

S.Q.

Fowey

Brighton

Newton Ferrers/Yealm
Salcombe YarmouthPortland M.

Poole Y.H.Lyme Regis

Brixham

Paimpol

Lezardrieux

St-Quay-Portrieux St-Cast-le-Guildo

Les Hanois

Weymouth
Newton Creek.
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9 - 10 Sept    SQ - Yarmouth
Luiz Provin(S)
Flo Preux(M)
Bill Scatchard
Chris Lovegrove
Rachel Hazllett (PM)

23 - 26 Sept  SQ - Lymington.
Robert Stevenson(S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Mike Sharples
Minji Xu
Rae Xu
Terry Noonan

30Sept - 1 Oct  OOC weekend 
Bill Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Sallie McMullen
Hugh Taylor
Lydia Rogers (PM)
Sophie Redlin (PM)

14 - 15 October S.Q. - Cowes
John Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Carolin Gohler
Terry Noonan
Jack Coulter (PM)
Mark Salanson

21 - 22 October S.Q. - 
John Scatchard (S)
Hilary Webb (M) 
Jon Orrell
Jackie Wright
Steve Morgan
Rachel Cave (PM)

4 - 5 Nov  S.Q. -  Yarmouth
Rob Anstey (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Flo Preux
Ian Baines
Matt Robson

Autumn sailing in the Solent

Summer Cruising

26 - 29 May   Brighton -
Ouistreham    Royal Escape
Mike Sharples (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Terry Secretan
Nicky Twort
Flo Preux

29 May - 10 June   
Ouistreham - SQ
John Scatchard(S)
Hilary Webb (M)
Sara Taffinder
Steve Morgan (part)
Adrian Gould (part)
Terry Noonan (part)

18 - 20 June  SQ. - Solent
Alison Dewar (S)
Nicky Twort(M)
Jenny Douse
Geoff Sheddick

8 - 15 July Brixham - Paimpol
Bill Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (trainee S)
Flo Preux (M)
Rob Panting
Jill Campion
Nigel Harvey

15 -  22 July   
Paimpol - St Peter Port 
Bill Scatchard (S)
Graham Macey (M)
Chris Lovegrove
Sara Taffinder (part)
Jenny Douse (part)

23 - 24 July 
St Peter Port - SQ
Bill Scatchard (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Chris Lovegrove

24 - 25 June  SQ - Bembridge
Alison Dewar (S)
Dave Shepherd (M)
Fran Duinker
Sue Wade (OCC)

13-17 August  SQ to Plymouth
Mike Sharples (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Martin Golden
Minji Xu

19 - 26 August  Plymouth
Clive Brown (S)
Sara Taffinder (M)
Adrian Gould
John Adam
Carolin Gohler

27 Aug - 2 Sept, 
Plymouth to SQ
John Salmon (S)
Nicky Twort (M)
Sara Taffinder
Jenny Douse
Eamonn Healy
Thomas Shah (PM)

11 - 12 Nov  S.Q. - Hamble
Bill Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Andy Whitmore
Flo Preux
Sara Taffinder
Graham Macey

7-8 October  S.Q. - Cowes
John Salmon (S)
Laura Salmon(M)
Jenny Douse
Ian Baines
Peter Deeley
Eamonn Healy

30 June - 6 July SQ - Dartmouth
Alison Dewar (S)
Chris Kingswood (M)
Nicky Twort
Andy Hawthorn
Luiz Provin (OCC) (part)

5 - 6 August  SQ - Medina
Rob Stevenson (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Chris Lovegrove
Ruby Atkins (PM)
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6-7 May  SEA SCAMP Strokes Solent Sands,  

   In this syndicate, set up to 
conserve and to keep sailing 
the historical boat SEA SCAMP, 
a weekend and an experienced 
skipper, Rob, are scheduled 
and a crew signed up to join the 
adventure. On the weekend of 7 
& 8 May 2017 the crew included 
an experienced would-be 
skipper Luiz, two experienced 
crew Ian and Martin, and 
two dinghy sailors new to 
Seascamp, Mark and Pete. With 
SEA SCAMP moored on the 
River Itchen, the plan is to sail 
out of Southampton to explore 
the Solent. Responsibility 
for catering different meals 
is shared beforehand and a 
rendezvous for the crew is in the 
local pub on Friday evening. It’s 
a ‘Lads’ weekend but, let’s be 
honest here, none of these boys 
is a spring chicken. All of them 
pretty much used to being the 
boss back in their work lives, 
but perhaps not quite so much 
in their domestic situations. So 
it is interesting to consider how 
this crew of greying sea dogs 
manages to eat, sleep, sail and 
live together in the beautifully 
constructed but somewhat 
confined space that is SEA 
SCAMP. The weather is helpful, 
being dry, sometimes sunny, 
reasonably mild and with light 
north or north-easterly winds 
that occasionally pick up to 3 
or 4 to give some more lively 
sailing.
Bacon butties and brews 
begin the day. Rob delegates 
leadership because Luiz is 
being assessed as a skipper 
and needs to take the role. 
Luiz is thorough in his safety 
briefing and there is some 
useful learning, even for 
experienced crew, on the detail 
of procedures and equipment 
for MOB. Luiz sets a clear lead 
on wearing life jackets but also 
asks that all crew members 
should not hesitate to point out 

issues and challenge decisions. 
We motor down the channel 
towards the Solent and are soon 
sailing and working well as a 
crew.  
Ian clearly knows how to 
delegate and we enjoy a 
gorgeous ready prepared stew 
with mash, previously prepared 
by Mrs Mcgregor and followed 
by her ginger cake. Ian ensures 

that the mash is well heated 
and Mark demonstrates his 
determined streak in cleaning 
the burnt pan over the next 
24 hours until it rejoins SEA 
SCAMPS’s spotless galley kit. 
This meal sets the tone for 
high quality catering with Rob’s 
gourmet dinner and Luiz’s Tuna 
Nicoise for Sunday lunch. Martin 
steps up for the less glamorous 
work of clearing the debris and 
washing up. Four pints of ale 
and a few yarns in the Bugle at 
Yarmouth helped the crew to 
bond further.

   After an early start on Sunday, 
some breezy sailing followed by 
a sunny calm, we are motoring 
back towards home and Luiz 
goes below to prepare lunch. 

Everyone’s guard goes down 
and it feels the weekend is 
coming to a pleasant end as 
we potter up past the Hamble. 
It seems each one of us is 
delegating leadership to others 
and no-one is sufficiently 
questioning, challenging or 
thinking when we quietly stick 
Seascamp’s keel into the Solent 
sand just north of the North 

Channel. It is so gentle that 
Martin is bemused when coming 
on deck from washing up, yet 
again, to find us all using our 
combined and not insignificant 
bulk to rock the boat in an 
attempt to free her. Rather 
embarrassed, we sheepishly 
but gratefully accept a skilfully 
executed tow from the passing 
Hamble lifeboat and are soon 
underway again.
 
   Offshore dinghy cruising in 
a Wayfarer is an exciting but 
serious game, which is however 
simplified by having a crew 
of just two. Both Mark and I 
constantly knowing and even 
obsessing about our location, 
our course, our speed, our 
expected time of arrival at the 

Rob Stevenson (S), Luiz Provin (M), Ian McGregor, Peter Boyd, Mark Boyd, Martin Golden 

Cruise Reports 2017
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Rob Stevenson (S), Luiz Provin (M), Ian McGregor, Peter Boyd, Mark Boyd, Martin Golden copy - Pete Boyd
photos - Martin Golden  

next pub and even occasionally 
about the depth of water 
beneath us. In sailing on SEA 
SCAMP I learned how a crew of 
six on a bigger boat provides 
a sense of camaraderie, of 
shared purpose, creating 
friendships and a powerful 

learning opportunity for a 
novice. But I also decided that 
I should contribute more fully 
to collective leadership on 
my next trip, by knowing and 
thinking ‘where are we?’ and 
‘what if?’ at all times. Even when 
enjoying a glass of Rose with 

my Tuna Nicoise. Meanwhile, 
Rob insists that he was the sole 
person responsible for ‘putting 
us on the putty’. Here’s to SEA 
SCAMP, and all who sail in her!
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20-21 May,  SQ to Buckler’s Hard
Bill Scatchard(S), Guy Mullins(M), Flo Preux, John Adam

copy -  Bill Scatchard 

Forecast :  SW 3 or 4.  5/6 later 
Showers then  fair.
   
   Gorgeous early morning 
sunshine with little wind  but as 
day wore on it got cloudier and 
cloudier, degenerating into heavy 
rain squalls early afternoon then 
a lovely evening.  Under reefed 
main and No 1 jib we tore down 
Southampton Water on one long 
tack, then a run all the North 
Channel towards Gillkicker Pt and 
then around Spit Bank Fort.  

   We struggled to get past 
Gillkicker again then another hard 
beat towards the Brambles and 
onto Stansore Point.  Heavy gusts 
in the Beaulieu River approaches 
and a motor upriver to moor on the 
Village Pontoon at Buckler’s Hard.   

   We ate on board and were 
entertained by some good music 
from a wedding party. 

   On Sunday the forecast was 
much better SE or S  3 to 4 maybe 
5 later. Fair.  Bright sunshine all 

day. Leaving Beaulieu River we 
decided to hoist the brand new 
Asymmetric Spinnaker, but not for 
too long as the wind kept shifting, 
we then ran across the Solent 
towards Lee on Solent and then 
to Osborne Bay, turning at Norris 
and anchoring behind Calshot 
Spit for lunch.  A nice gentlemanly 
run up Southampton water under 
main and back to Shamrock Quay 
where we admired the 8 metre 
SASKIA, built 1931 , she is likely 
to be berthed this summer on 
hammerhead J.  

29 May-10 June, D-Day and a motor tour of Normandy but not a lot of sailing 
John Scatchard(S), Hilary Webb(M), Sara Taffinder, Steve Morgan, Mark Salanson, Adrian Gould, 
Terry Noonan
Some Statistics:
Total days 11,
Days at sea 2. Sailing about 3 
hours, motor sailing 100 miles.
Days ashore 5.Parades, partying 
and socialising.
Days out 4,another 150 miles or so 
by car, bus, and train.

If you want more detail – read on

   Monday 29 May
After a rather nice meal on the ferry, 
Sara, Hilary and John arrived in 
Ouistreham, and proceeded to find 
the boat which was as usual on the 
visitors’ pontoon near L’Ecluse Bar.  
We said bonsoir to Maurice, the 
proprietor – the bar seems to have 
expanded into a marquee and 
theme nights

   Tuesday 30 May.  No wind 
Day 1 ashore
We watched a pair of coots which 
appear to be nesting in a tyre 
hanging on the side of a small 
lifeboat.  We walked to the Bunker 
and to Tommies Bar which was 
closed.  However we met Fabrice 
and Brigitte (Proprietors of the 
Bunker Museum and Tommies Bar) 
in town.  In the evening we met 
Steve at the ferry

   Wednesday 31 May.  No wind
Motor sailing day 1
   We left the pontoon early to catch 
the 7 am lock to head for St Vaast, 
with boiled eggs for breakfast on 

the way.  Unfortunately it was calm 
so we had to motor all the way, 
but enjoyed melon and pate for 
lunch.  After some false sightings 
of islands and castles we were off 
St Vaast at 4 pm.  After a Ricard we 
dined in La Chasse Maree

   Thursday 1 June.  No wind. 
Day 2 ashore
   Obligatory shopping chez 
M.Gosselin. Some of the crew 
headed for the amphibious ferry 
to Tatihou Island, others sorted 
fuel, water, skipper up the mast for 
some reason or other, and turned 
the boat round.  We also watched 
a delightful string of sailing school 
children on little dinghies, being 
towed out to their obvious delight.  
Next door was an enormous 2m 
freeboard boat with absolutely all 
mod cons.  We invited the children 
on board to see what a real boat 
was like, then Steve and I visited 
theirs – 3 freezers, , automatic 
bathing deck, double power 
supply.  Asked one of the children, 
do you help to sail – no we put it 
on auto pilot. We enjoyed a lovely 
fish stew c/o Steve, on our much 
superior boat.

   Friday 2 June. No Wind 
Motor sailing day 2
   We left at 6.30, originally 
heading for Trouville, but with no 
wind at all we decided to return 
to Ouistreham, passing close to 
Arromanches to view the Mulberry 

harbour from the sea.  Although 
the Port de Plaisance was filling 
up fast with a Haalberg Rassy fleet 
rafted 3 deep the coots seemed 
undisturbed. Beef in mushrooms 
and cream chez Maurice at 
l’Ecluse, with herring starter..

   Saturday 3 June.  No wind. 
Day 3 ashore
  Some  took the bus to Caen to 
investigate buses and trains while 
others negotiated the hire of  a car. 
We met Bill S’s friends Nigel and 
Margie on the pontoon
 Delicious and generously 
portioned cassoulet thanks to 
Steve.   A nice 70 year old Belgian 
boat alongside SEA SCAMP..

   Sunday 4 June.  No wind. 
Day 4 ashore 
   Explored Honfleur by car.  Our 
favourite restaurant L”Homme du 
Bois had moved further up the 
street, but was full anyway as the 
town was en fete. We managed to 
find a nice place for lunch.

   Monday 5 June. No wind. 
Day 5 ashore,   Skipper's birthday. 
   Dressed SEA SCAMP overall in 
ready for D Day (nothing to do with 
the Skipper’s birthday). We put 
a bottle of birthday fizz on ice at 
L’Ecluse but couldn’t get it back to 
drink it as Maurice’s leg “exploded” 
and the bar was closed.
We met up with Jackie Wright  
and her friend Lisa who lives in 
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copy -  Terry Noonan
.

France, and went to the ferryport 
to meet Jon Orrell, his family and 
our favourite veterans, Norman and 
Frank from the 3pm ferry.  Jackie 
and Lisa came by for a drink or two 
later and we partied at Tommies in 
the evening.

   Tuesday 6 June. Very windy. 
Day 6 ashore  D Day Parades.          

    Jackie and Lisa came to have 
supper on SEA SCAMP.  Some of 
us repaired to Tommies Bar later in 
the evening. Maurice feeling better 
so we got our fizz back

   Wednesday 7 June. Very windy. 
Day 7 ashore
   We all took the hire car to Bayeux 
and then to Arromanches to view 

the Mulberry Harbour again and to 
visit the museum and film show. 

   Thursday 8 June. No wind. 
Day 8 ashore  Crew change. Steve 
left us to go home on the ferry and 
Adrian Gould, and Terry Noonan 
joined us for the trip back to 
Shamrock Quay.

     My first trip on SEA SCAMP! So 
looking forward to it.

   I met Adrian at Portsmouth on 
Friday evening to get the the ferry 
across for my first trip, back across 
the Channel. We relaxed on the 
ferry and even took part in their 
quiz knowing that we would have a 
gentle evening on board and get to 
know the boat before we sailed on 
the Saturday morning.

   When we arrived at about 11pm 
we were met by John Scatchard 
and Hilary and were ushered to the 
boat. John then said "Stow your 
stuff below and Adrian, could you 
take Terry through the safety drill as 
we are leaving now!" At this point I 
met the other crew member Sara in 
a brief hello before we left.
   

    

John then split us into watches 
and I was to take the first shift with 
Hillary. 
Wow! I thought, I am doing my first 
stint and about to sail at night.

   Luckily the sea was really calm 
which meant we only motored for 
the 3 hour duration. The moon was 
bright and the weather clear so 
there were no problems. 3 hours is 
a long time to spend with someone 
new and little to do, however I got 
to know Hillary and enjoyed being 
with her.

   I later realised that sailing can 
involve a lot of inaction and 
interreaction with your fellow crew 
members which I loved. 

   I then managed a little sleep on 
a shelf and learnt the foibles of 
the toilet, coming home with a few 
bruises to my head.

   I awoke to the lovely smell 
of breakfast.  I am continually 
amazed at the ability to cook really 
good food on board with limited 
resources.

   Again the sea was flat and 
calm with lovely sunshine so we 
continued to motor at which point I 
engaged with Sara who was most 
affable and good company.

   As we approached the Isle of 
Wight the wind picked up and we 
put the mainsail up, at last I was 
sailing!!   To see the Needles from 
the seaward side is a moment I will 
cherish, and I was allowed to steer!

   We then berthed at Southampton 
and I thought "Wow, I want more of 
this"

Thankfully this has come to pass

copy -  Hilary Webb and John Scatchard.

The tale is now taken up by Terry Noonan - Ouistreham to S.Q.



2020

30 June - 6 July,  SQ to Brixham
Alison Dewar(S), Luiz Provin(Trainee S), Chris Kingswood (M) Nicky Twort, Andy Hawthorn (trainee M)

   Friday 30 June - Shamrock Quay 
to Yarmouth 6 miles

   Luiz enlivened the safety 
briefing with “5 ways to die”; 
fire, explosion, sinking, boom 
and MOB. Slipping at 12.00 we 
anchored at Netley Dome for 
lunch; cogitating on whether 
residents in the recent apartment 
conversions saw the ghosts of the 
hundreds of invalid sailors brought 
to the hospital in years past.

A W2-3 took us to Yarmouth 
(quaint – typical IoW at its best; 

frozen in the 1960s).  After our 
steak and salad supper, Luiz and 
I walked to Yarmouth yacht club 
for a nightcap. We drank Plymouth 
gin with the habitué rues and met 
two very nice old ladies. Each over 
80 their sailing days were over but 
their red wine intake phenomenal 
and conversation sparky. 

   Sat 1 July. Yarmouth to Poole - 
29 miles

   Up at 5am, to walk to Fort 
Victoria to watch the round the 
island race.  At 7.30 we tacked out 

towards the Needles in a NW 3-4 
(splashy enough to keep us busy 
with the bilge pump). Bacon and 
egg sandwiches for breakfast; 
then a lesson in Brazilian washing 
up from Luiz (ask him when you 
sail with him). 

After lunch, lots of MOB practice. 
Our skills were being honed to 
perfection – raising worries about 
Alison’s intentions. Approaching 
Poole Alison managed to 
negotiate a place on the town 
quay pontoon after the third phone 
call. Supper of Coq au Vin.

   Sunday 2nd  July. Poole to 
Portland 41 miles

   We slipped at 8, the wind 
gradually rising and backing from 
NW2 to WSW 4/5. We had trysail 
practice first thing – a sail that I 
thought was mythical. Cruising 
along the Jurassic Coast we 
enjoyed alternately sunny and 
cloudy weather; imagining the 
dinosaurs of eons past and the 
miracles of modern science and 
archaeology that have brought 
them back to life. 

   After passing St Alban’s Head, 
Anvil Point, Kimmeridge Ledges, 
we had yet more MOB practice 
while heading towards Portland. 
Portland Harbour was saved from 
a bleak future when the navy 
downsized by being refurbished 
as the water sports Olympic 
village for 2012.  Its now home to 
a friendly yacht marina with 5-star 
showers. 

   Sadly we bid Luiz farewell – 
after a glass of champagne, 
contemplating how difficult 
a mutiny is when everyone is 
afterguard, highly competent and 
dependable.  

"Team-working to stop Sea Scamp 
exactly using the MOB practice pickup"
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Monday 3 July - Shore leave

   Sleep and reveille at 10 am for 
showers and morning of make 
and mend. Delighted to meet Phil 
Holliman a ‘previous’ Sea Scamp 
and Overlord sailor; now owner of 
“No Rush”. We swapped tales of 
our late Admiral, Tony Venables. 
Found the leak in the water tank 
and prescribed TLC. After lunch 
headed for Weymouth on the bus. 

   The sun lit up the beautiful 
sweep of the bay as we ate ice 
creams on the endless sandy 
beach. Two mad distance 
swimmers tore from one end to 
the other, then back again. We 
could see why mad George 3rd 
was a frequent visitor. We walked 
from the seafront along the river 
moorings by the old railway line, 
imagining the mayhem and bustle 
of Weymouth’s heyday as a 
trading port.
  
   After fish and chips at The 
Seagull we had a late night walk 
along the pebbly Chesil Beach. 
While the east-facing Weymouth 
side is chocolate box pretty, west-
facing Chesil is bleak. No wonder 
it gave rise to a very depressing 
novel of marriage on the rocks. 

   Tuesday 4th July - Portland to 
Lyme Regis 28 miles

   Off at 04.30 to the Bill. In the 
early dawn we could really 

appreciate the huge size of 
Portland marina and the even 
bigger harbour beyond. We 
motored then sailed in a convoy 
(of 15) in a W3 on main and 
number one; changing up to the 
genoa as the wind veered SW2 
to help us around Portland Bill. 
Rumours that Alison summons the 
wind are probably true. Innocently 
eating my porridge with added 
butter and bits of Cadbury’s twirl 
I heard Alison mutter “You are 
almost as disgusting as on the last 
voyage”. 

   The number one looked a 
little sad – the flaking on the 
guardrail was not up to Luiz’ high 
standards. (Apologies).  As we 
turned the corner we beat across 
towards Lyme Regis, making 4-5 
knots on a gentle flat sea. We tied 
to a buoy outside the harbour; the 
depth inside was just a little too 
shallow (i.e. drying).

   Lyme Regis is a quaint Dorset 
fishing village and tourist resort. It 
clings to the side of a hill centred 
on a steep main street and is 
peppered with buildings that 
declare its long seafaring past. 
We dingyed ashore to meet local 
SEA SCAMP members - Eden 
Thomson and Mike and Beryl Barr 
- for supper in the Royal Standard. 
The local brass band serenaded 
us back to Sea Scamp. 

   Wednesday 5th July - Lyme 
Regis to Dartmouth 37 miles

   Next morning we motored 
across Lyme Bay. Sunny and 
calm, we reached Dartmouth’s 
beautiful entrance just in time to 
tie up to the town quay. We’d been 
spotted by Lizzie Worledge and 
Christopher Hellier, who called to 
visit. Lizzie was the first Marabu 
lady skipper. We had a delightful 
evening drinking aperitifs in the 
cockpit, talking old times and 
Dartmouth. Being at sea, seeing 
new places or newly seeing old 
ones are a great benefit of going 
sailing; but the best thing is the 
lovely people one meets. 

   Thursday 6th July - Dartmouth to 
Brixham via Dittisham 21 miles
 
  07.45: Lizzie and Christopher 
had invited us to breakfast at 
their guesthouse the 8 Bells. We 
feasted sitting in their picture 
window admiring fantastic views 
of the river and their memorabilia 
- including lots of Marabu in her 
glory days. Lizzie and Christopher 
are extremely hospitable and the 8 
Bells very snug – the place to stay 
if you are visiting Dartmouth. 

   08.45 we set off upriver, an 
enchanting riverscape enlivened 
by the navy practicing in small 
patrol boats. We tied to a buoy 
in Dittisham for elevenses. Then 
back downriver through Dartmouth 
(the river is really the centre of 
town), past the storybook views, 
including a steam train en passant 
and a paddle steamer. By 12.15, 
abeam the castle, we raised our 
sails to catch the SE2 back East. 
It was sunny, the sea calm and 
crew happy. Locating the first then 
second S Cardinal (at first hidden 
by the land) we cleared the Mew 
Stones. Abeam Scabbacombe 
head we gybed for Berry Head 
and Brixham marina. After briefly 
heaving to in Tor Bay for lunch, 
skipper skillfully slotted us into 
another tricky berth. The end of 
another fantastically enjoyable and 
relaxing holiday. 

copy -  Chris Kingswood
photos - crew

Lizzie and Christopher outside the Eight Bells
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8 - 14 July, Classic Channel Regatta
Bill Scatchard (S), Adrian Gould (M), Jill Campion, Robert Panting, Nigel Harvey, Flo Preux

   The 2017 Classic Channel 
Regatta was the biggest yet – 77 
boats in four classes, which Bill 
described as old and fast, old and 
slow, new and fast, and new and 
slow. Unsurprisingly, SEA SCAMP 
was in the old and slow category.

 
  The regatta started with two 
days of sailing out of Dartmouth, 
followed by the Classic Channel 
Race which was in two legs – the 
first from Dartmouth to St Peter 
Port, the second from St Peter Port 
to Paimpol. Boats then raced round 
the Île de Bréhat and the sailing 
element of the regatta ended with 
a grand parade of sail into Paimpol 
harbor on 14 July (Bastille Day) 
where the boats were a central part 
of the town’s celebrations.

   The regatta racing is described 
as ‘gentleman’s racing’, where you 
can be as competitive or relaxed 
as you like. Bill clearly took this to 
heart. On the second leg of the 
channel crossing he made a throw-
away comment: "Well of course 
I plotted a cruising course, not a 
racing course." Despite this, or 
perhaps because of it, we finished 
well above average, 7th out of 22 in 
our class and 24th out of 77 overall. 

   We are still not quite sure how we 
achieved this. We were probably 

helped by Saturday’s racing being 
cancelled due to lack of wind. Flat 
calm, not a cloud in the sky, perfect 
for sunbathing. Let's just say we 
used Sunday’s round the bay race 
as a practice run. We thought 
about the best way to start, but 
didn't quite get the timing 

right. We made good speed on the 
outward bound leg, but fared less 
well on the downwind homeward 
bound leg. Our tacking and jibing 
improved. We felt ready for the 
serious stuff - the cross-channel 
races.

   The first leg of the race started 
with all boats heading across Tor 
Bay and round Oreston Rock. We 
were encouraged by the fact that 
we overtook a number of boats on 
the way – the fact that few of them 
were in our class was unimportant 
to us. As we headed off towards 
Guernsey the fleet spread out, 
doubtless following various racing 
courses set by their navigators. 
The wind was good, the crossing 
uneventful, four of the crew were 
unwell, and as night fell those on 
watch were kept on their toes by 
the inevitable ferries and fishing 
boats that don't follow the usual 
shipping lanes. Crucially, we 
managed to average an excellent 
6- 7 or so knots for most of the 
crossing. Having lost all sight of 

other participants early in the night, 
we reached Guernsey as the sun 
rose and were encouraged when 
we saw three or four other boats 
behind us – and only one ahead. 
Strange how things can change so 
quickly. As we rounded St Martin’s 
Point to the finish line, three of 
them overtook us on the inside to 
finish ahead. Still, we were quietly 
pleased to finish ahead of the bulk 
of the fleet.

   The second leg was a day sail, 
and skipper and first mate decided 
that the wind was perfect for flying 
the asymmetric spinnaker. Some 
yachts had their spinnakers up. 
Rob and Adrian did an excellent 
job keeping it full of wind, and while 
we didn't exactly storm ahead, we 
did seem to be just ahead of some 
of our key rivals.

   Arriving into Paimpol is one of 
the best moments of the Classic 
Regatta - not because it is the 
end of a long day sailing, rather, 
because of the tremendous 
welcome Paimpol gives all boats. 
Breton music is playing (it helps 
if you like bagpipes) and people 
pack the quays, applauding each 
boat as it goes through the two 
narrow locks into the town harbour. 
It makes you feel special – and 
rather embarrassed as all we 
have done is cross the channel. 
This year the boats paraded into 
the harbour twice, once after the 
crossing from Guernsey, and 
then after the race round the Ile 
de Bréhat, on 14 July. We were 
reassured to see two flags flying 
side-by-side, high at the top of a 
crane at the harbour entrance – the 
Tricolore and Union Jack.  Good to 
see that the entente cordiale is still 
alive and flourishing.

   We approached this race 
differently, possibly because by 
now we had honed out tacking, 
but also because we had our eyes 
on one or two boats in our class 
we were keen to beat. We got 
off to a good start, and adjusted 
our course and tactics to gain 
advantage, had an exhilarating 

Regatta Supper - Dartmouth
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Bill Scatchard (S), Adrian Gould (M), Jill Campion, Robert Panting, Nigel Harvey, Flo Preux

Asymmetric spinnaker run up the 
Trieux estuary managing to pip one 
of our close rivals at the finish line 
near La Croix lighthouse.  Tweaking 
the asymmetric sheet gave a great 
burst of speed. 

    By the end of the regatta most 
competitors recognized SEA 
SCAMP's crew (two of them 
anyway, Flo and Jill), as they were 
asked to translate at all the skipper 
meetings and prize-givings. Flo 
was also persuaded to translate 
the start instructions for the races 
off Dartmouth over the VHF, thereby 
of course missing the start of our 
race. Could this account for our 
mediocre performance in the first 
race? 
   What makes the regatta such fun 

is not only the distance covered, 
the variety of racing, and ending 
up in Brittany in time for the 14 

July celebrations. It is also the 
camaraderie which develops 
between the crews over the course 
of the week when they meet at the 
prize-givings, apéritifs and dinners 
that are held. And of course the 
unforgettable spectacle of seeing 
so many beautiful, elegant classic 
(or in some cases neo-classic) 
yachts, whether with the wind in 
their sails or simply berthed in a 
small port.

Jill gallantly translates

Moored for the evening Lezardrieux

copy -  Jill Campion
photos - crew
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RACE RESULTS – 
Sunday,  Dart Bay Race: 11th
Monday, Cross Channel to St Peter Port: 5th, 
Wednesday, To Paimpol: 8th, 
Thursday, Round Ile de Bréhat: 7th
OVERALL 7th of 22 in Class 2

copy -  Jill Campion
photos - crew

GASTRONOMIE – 
Friday – Breakwater Bistro, Brixham,   
Saturday – Crew Supper : Old Market Square in Dartmouth,                  
Sunday – Rock Fish Dartmouth,  
Monday -  at sea,  
Tuesday – Pier 17, St Peter Port,   
Wednesday L’Islandais, Paimpol,             
Thursday – Auberge du Trieux, Lezardrieux,    
Friday –Crew Supper – Salles des Fetes, Paimpol

Returning to Paimpol

21st July – LORIMER’s crew – with far worse electrical 
problem than us they where towed into the marina and 
will be stuck for a month waiting for spare parts

20th July –  Captain of inter Channel Island freighter, 
wife and  3 month old baby – never too young to 
start sailing on Sea Scamp !      Their small yacht 
was berthed alongside us at St Peter Port.

July Party Boat!  Guests aboard SEA SCAMP - The old and the New 
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copy and photos -  Bill Scatchard 

15th July -  PHIZZ’s crew - oldest at the CROSS 
CHANNEL REGATTA
We first met them 2 years ago and PHIZZ’s awning 
was the inspiration for our much admired awning.

July party boat - Guests aboard SEA SCAMP - The Old and the New

  Apologies to Sloop John B  and The Beach Boys   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=09dQmeB_NgU

We come on the sloop Sea Scamp
All the crew and me
Around Peter Port town we did roam
We were hit by a Frenchman
Which caused us a fright
Well I feel so broke up
I want to go home
So hoist up Sea Scamp’s sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the skipper ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, yeah yeah
Well I feel so broke up
I want to go home

The first mate she got sick
And crawled into her bunk
Why don't you leave me alone, yeah yeah
Well I feel so broke up I want to go home
So hoist up Sea Scamp’s  sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the skipper ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, let me go home
Why don't you let me go home
I feel so broke up I want to go home
Let me go home

The poor cook he caught the fits
And threw away all my grits
And then he took over the helm
Let me go home
Why don't they let me go home
This is the worst trip I've ever been on
So hoist up Sea Scamp’s sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the skipper ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, let me go home
Why don't you let me go home

ORIGINAL words

We come on the sloop John B
My grandfather and me
Around Nassau town we did roam
Drinking all night
Got into a fight
Well I feel so broke up
I want to go home
So hoist up the John B 's sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the captain ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, yeah yeah
Well I feel so broke up
I want to go home

The first mate he got drunk
And broke in the cap'n's trunk
The constable had to come and take him away
Sheriff John Stone
Why don’t you leave me alone, yeah yeah
Well I feel so broke up I want to go home
So hoist up the john be ‘s sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the captain ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, let me go home
Why don’t you let me go home
(hoist up the John B ‘s sail)
Hoist up the John B
I feel so broke up I want to go home
Let me go home

The poor cook he caught the fits
And threw away all my grits
And then he took and he ate up all of my corn
Let me go home
Why don’t they let me go home
This is the worst trip I’ve ever been on
So hoist up the John B ‘s sail
See how the mainsail sets
Call for the captain ashore
Let me go home, let me go home
I want to go home, let me go home
Why don’t you let me go home

Words to a sing along from classic regatta get-togethers



2626

Log book entries for part 2 

22:05 – N 49 24.01 W 2 33.86  
... 1 mile south of Icart Point (1.2 miles west of St Martins Point).

22:55 – Red battery light and alarm buzzer on engine control box. Engine off, checked position and drift. Made engine 
and wiring checks – found nothing wrong. 

23:30 – N 49 24.207 w2 41.12
Radio Guernsey Coast Guard ch 20. Position. Les Hanois light bearing 338 deg 2 miles. Engine problem, drifting1.5 
knots track 080 deg. Closing coast. 4 people on board.  GCG to call back.

23:55 – drifting at 2  knots along the coast, GCG asked us to put jib up and try and sail back to St Peter Port  where a 
commercial tow could be arranged. 

00:15 – N 49 24.310  W 2 38.794
advised GCG not enough wind to sail. Drifting 2.4 knots. GCG asked if we could anchor ?    Response : No as depth was 
60 metres.  GCG asked us to radio in every hour. Informed wind due to pick up after midnight.

00:39 – phoned Simon Smewing -  advised him of situation – he thought it was an alternator problem, and told us to 
make checks when we were able to and that it was ok to motor with buzzer sounding for a short period.

15 -  23 July, Paimpol - S.Q.   A Voyage in 3 parts  

Part one
15 -18 July  FREE BERTHING with  
PASSEPORT ESCALES 

   I had no intention of sailing 
this week as I had signed up to 
join OVERLORD in La Coruna 
on 22 July for a three weeks’ trip 
along northern Spain, up the 
Brittany coast and through the 
Bay of Biscay to bring her back to 
Falmouth.

   However I was persuaded by Bill 
and his crew and on Friday night, 
15 July, I took the ferry to St Malo, 
then caught trains to Rennes, 
Guingamp and finally Paimpol 
station where I bumped into several 
other SEA SCAMP members 
fresh off the Dartmouth to Paimpol 
Regatta.  Saturday was a good 
day for exploring the town and its 

busy welcoming harbour.  We had 
gallettes for lunch at Hotel K’Loys 
on the Quai and went back there 
in the evening for aperitifs and an 
excellent dinner where I had foie 
gras with “yuzu” – delicious, check 
it out.
 
   Sunday morning we joined a 
mass of boats trying to get out of 
the crowded lock.  Thanks to Bill’s 
experienced tactical and perfectly 
timed advances and retreats we 
managed to sneak out through the 
melee.  We motored the 15 miles 
east to St Quay-Portrieux as there 
was no wind and it was warm but 
overcast and humid.  We had a free 
berthing tied up to the quayside 
near the capitainerie.
 
  On Monday we had to catch the 
tide before the market had set 

up their stalls and then motored 
through the mist.  At last the 
sunshine appeared together with 
a NE3 wind and we had a lovely 
sail for a couple of hours round 
the dramatic headlands of Cap 
Frehel and Fort la Latte to tie up on 
the visitors pontoon in St Cast le 
Guildo.    We had a good walk by 
the beach along the Promenade 
du Soleil Levant  to eat at La Petite 
Breizh.   

   Tuesday 18 July We had  an early 
start to get to Jersey for my 6.00 
pm flight home but luckily had a 
few hours sailing with a good wind 
for the 39 miles to St Helier.    A 
very enjoyable  few days with great 
company, some good sailing, and 
my first visit to Paimpol.  I’m glad I 
was persuaded to go.

  Bill Scatchard (S), Graham Macey (M), Chris Lovegrove, Sara Taffinder (for part 1)

Part two
19 - 20 July  TO HANOIS & BACK - 
To misquote Hanoi Jane Fonda 
“this was a huge mistake”

   Crew Change, Sara Leaves and 
Jenny Douse joins

   Wednesday - St Helier - 
 We had a weather forecast of S/
SW 4/5 occasional 6 veering to the 

Northwest  - but this never arrived 
so we had a boring motor sail to 
Guernsey in the afternoon  with 
the tide.  Over dinner on board 
snug in St Peter Port Harbour we 
discussed the weather forecast for 
the planned voyage to Alderney on 
Thursday and Channel Crossing 
on Friday. ---  heavy weather, large 
swell and even larger waves. We 
decided to sail that Wednesday 
night departing at 9 pm in the 

dusk, motoring along the south 
Guernsey coast to avoid the 
adverse tide sweeping down the 
Little Russel, hoping that the wind 
would eventually arrive. All went 
well as we motored along the coast 
admiring the lights ashore and 
being lured on by the fixed red light 
on Pleinmont Point.

copy -  Sara Taffinder 
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Part three - I WANT TO GO HOME
23 rd July 2017 

   Crew Change Jenny and 
Graham had to fly home for family 
reasons and Flo Preux joined us 
on Saturday , leaving Bill, Flo Preux 
and Chris Lovegrove

   Gales and rough seas were 
forecast for Friday so we 
postponed return to Shamrock 
Quay.

   Sunday   We set sail at 05:25 
with a glorious dawn, fast motor 
sail up the Little Russel with the 
tide, at Platte Fougere we turned to 
port in order to pass the Casquets 
to starboard – to avoid forecast 
rough seas around Alderney.  A 
fine reach to the Casquets , a 
broad reach and then a run up 
Channel to the Needles. Alas when 
the tide turned in a South Westerly 
direction the strong current halved 
our apparently fast boat speed.  

The tide turned again when we 
were abeam of Swanage and we 
had a fast passage first through a 
heavy rainstorm and then through 
the Needles Channel, Western 
Solent and Southampton Water.  
We berthed at Shamrock Quay at 
midnight.        So to bed.

copy -  Bill Scatchard 

copy - Ruby Atkins. 

   Last summer I went on my first 
trip with SEA SCAMP.  We sailed 
from Shamrock Quay to have lunch 
in Cowes and then back again.  
The atmosphere on board was 
incredibly calm and forgiving of 
my beginner’s mistakes, I sailed 

with Robert, Florence and Chris. 
On that day alone they taught 
me loads of new terminology and 
basic skills for sailing. So much so 
that I quickly became more or less 
comfortable with some of the more 
difficult tasks. It was, looking back 

on it, really fun learning the hard 
stuff in the pouring rain.  It really 
was an educational day that I will 
remember fondly. I hope I will be 
able to sail again next year after my 
GCSEs.

5th August - My First Trip 
Rob Stevenson(S), Flo Preux (M), Chris Lovegove, Ruby Atkins (Cadet PM)

01:00 – Hanois lighthouse bearing 297 deg  4.4 miles

01:40  - WE ARE SAILING – beam reach 2.2 knots through water plus 2.4 knots tide,  course 090 deg. 
R  0155 – Les Hanois lighthouse bearing 285 deg 6.09 miles.   St Martins light 015 deg  1.5 miles
When the St Martins light sector changed from Red to White,  changed course to 070 deg, cleared St Martins point and 
sailed towards St Peter Port.

02:35 – jib down, engine on, main down, motored into St Peter Port Harbour and moored on marina waiting pontoon. 
Engine off.

unable to radio to GCG on VHF or hand held so called them on mobile to advise we were safe and well.

Thursday 20th morning on waiting pontoon.  Inquired about electrical engineer – phoned several leads – all no use and 
finally Herm Seaway Ltd  and arranged for Dan to be collected from bottom of visitor pontoon gangway at 1130. Carried 
out more detailed electrical checks – all seemed well.

11:35  - Dan from Herm Seaways on board who systematically made checks and quickly found that the grey wire from 
alternator to tachometer had shorted on the engine block, so he replaced it  ( shorted wire hidden behind loose protective 
sheathing). Alternator checked – ok, fan belt checked -ok. State of house battery checked – ok ,  Engine wiring tidied up. 
Total of 2 hours on board

Later on Thursday we motored over the sill into Victoria Marina for a well earned dinner and a good night’s sleep.   Friday 
was a windy wet day, .
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20 - 25 August - Photo trip report 
Clive Brown(S), Adrian Gould (M), John Adam, Sara Taffinder, Carolin Gohler

G & T supply arrives on board Departure from Plymouth

Tidying up is advisable Sea Birds in action

Best breakfast on board ever

Spotted - New form of Panda Bear Drinks in Fowey

Checking the course - tip from mate 
“don’t rely on digital gadgets too much

Sunshine roof up - 
we again have fine weather

Morning repairs - 
John doing the electrics
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Sunshine roof up - 
we again have fine weather

Morning repairs - 
John doing the electrics

copy and photos Carolin Gohler. 

Sara found a great fish restaurant in Fowey

Dinghy has no nickname, what about ‘Scampi’

On John’s tick list - Tamar Bridge  - done

Celebration G&T - back in Plymouth HarbourThe giant and the tortoise (to right)

Sunset in Fowey

Salcombe Bay viewed from Overbecks
(National Trust Garden)

Sunshine Cruise....all alert
(not sure what Sara is really doing)

    and seen elsewhere in Devon recently

The big intrusion
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   Plymouth to Shamrock Quay
Having never sailed on a boat as 
compact as SEA SCAMP before, 
I did not know what to expect.
As I arrived into Plymouth on the 
train with the skipper on Saturday 
after beautiful coastal views from 
my carriage. Horror stories of 
discomfort, haunted heads and lack 
of privacy preceded SEA SCAMP, so 
I was understandably wary of what 
was to come. So I therefore kissed 
goodbye to civilisation at Plymouth 
railway station. As had happened in 
an uncannily similar fashion on my 
first time on OVERLORD in 2015, it 
was suggested that ‘the perspective 
of a newbie is always the best for the 
journal’. So here I find myself. Spoiler 
alert: I had nothing to fear. I was 
met by fellow crew members with 
typical friendliness, and was even 
able to enjoy a cup of tea instead 
of the onerous shopping trip. It was 
apparently Sara’s third consecutive 
week onboard that season, and she 
had not yet been committed to an 
asylum which gave me much hope 
for the week ahead. 
   
   Sunday - Plymouth to Salcombe 
We set sail from Queen Anne’s 
Battery on Sunday morning, with 
promise of mediocre wind, but 
pleasant August weather. A smooth 
sail out of Plymouth was followed 
by a quick trip up the Yelm to enjoy 
picture postcard views and what 
could have been a tricky navigation 
and quick turn was expertly carried 
out, and we continued along the 
coast to Salcombe with ease. At 
the height of the season, Salcombe 
was as busy as expected, and 
after a few laps around the bay, the 
harbourmaster helpfully allocated 
us to the Lifeboat mooring, 
alongside a rather beautiful boat 
of similar vintage to ours. I forget 
the history that was told to us by 
the amiable German owner of the 
vessel, however he was very well 
acquainted with the history of the 
Windfall vessels and was very 
pleased to see Sea Scamp for what 
I believe was the third time that 
summer. We enjoyed a delicious 
onboard meal and some stargazing, 
resisting the urge to set to shore 
for what sounded like a very lively 

evening in Salcombe, instead 
enjoying a meteor shower and the 
slightly erratic passage of revellers 
back to boats via dinghies once the 
pubs had closed. 

   Monday - Salcombe to Dartmouth 
The short passage from Salcombe 
to Dartmouth was never going to be 
long or hard sailing, and although 
the wind was gentle sailing out of 
the Kingsbridge, we were gifted 
good wind past Start point. After 
arriving into Dartmouth early, and 
wanting to secure a mooring on 
the Town Quay, we sailed upriver 
to Dittisham in beautiful 18-degree 
sunshine. A casual lunch enjoying 
the views of the town, tourist boats 
and the steam railway followed, and 
were it not for reasonably heavy 
water traffic, the weather was such 
that I could have enjoyed a good 
swim. After sunbathing for a while, 
we set off back downriver, securing 
a mooring on the Quay next to the 
paddle steamers. A much needed 
and welcome shower was available 
for all, and most enjoyed a drink in 
the Yacht Club, whose members 
of staff were winding down after a 
busy Regatta weekend. In a town 
such as Dartmouth with such an 
array of eateries, a huge period 
of deliberation into dinner was 
endured, and eventually the solid 
and safe choice of fish and chips 
was settled upon: my second of the 
week already. 

   Tuesday - Dartmouth to Weymouth
The relatively long passage from 
Dartmouth to Weymouth required 
an early start. As a student, waking 
up at 5AM would not usually be 
considered acceptable, however 
the beautiful sunrise seen outside of 
Dartmouth more than made up for 
it. It was interesting to pass along 
the coast viewing the likes of Torbay 
and Exmouth, places I have been to 
on holiday in the past. By this stage 
of the week, the wind had picked up 
and it was a smooth beam reach 
eastward. The opportunity was taken 
to assess various crewmembers for 
competencies, and I hope I proved 
myself to be a competent crew, 
despite forgetting to sign the sheet. 

   Wednesday - Weymouth to Poole
As a relatively novice navigator, I 
was given the task of guiding us into 
Poole harbour, which was relatively 
simple, albeit ridden with challenges 
such as the chain ferry, multiple 
shipping channels, rogue dinghy 
sailors and large vessels coming the 
other way. However, we survived and 
spent the night in what was hoping 
to be ‘Marina of the Year’. At the 
cost of berthing fees, it would never 
get our vote, however we couldn’t 
complain despite certainly being 
looked down upon by the owners 
of the gin palaces which we shared 
the marina with. Eamonn treated 
us to what can only be described 
as a delicious yet interesting meal, 
combining a multitude of leftovers 
from the week thus far, and voyages 
of Sea Scamp dating back quite a 
few years. 

   Thursday - Poole to Newtown
After a calm first few days, 
my landlubber legs were not 
accustomed to the slightly rocky 
crossing through the needles, which 
unfortunately sent me down below 
sleeping for what I was led to believe 
was an excellent sail. The Solent 
gave me a slightly more stable 
experience, and we all enjoyed the 
approach to the stunningly serene 
and peaceful mooring in Newtown 
bay. It was useful and interesting 
to use channel markers and poles 
to navigate past the huge patches 
of shallow ground, but with typical 
skill, all went without a hitch. The 
evening was spent reading, eating, 
drinking and watching the birdlife. 
Further entertainment was provided 
by the owners of a handsome boat 
which we had tracked from Poole, 
who went for a paddle boarding 
expedition which quickly turned into 
a macho couple’s competition and 
probable falling out. 

   
   Friday - Newtown to Hamble 
After an expedition to Cowes to fill 
up with diesel, we practiced some 
coming alongside drills at length 
before having a gentle stroll into 
town and a browse of the summer 
sales. After lunch, we criss-crossed 
the Solent, ever weary of larger traffic 

26th August - 2nd September,   
John Salmon (S), Nicky Twort (M), Sara Taffinder, Jenny Douse, Eamonn Healy, Thomas Shah 
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9-10 September, A Squally weekend  
Luiz Provin (S), Flo Preux (M), Bill Scatchard, Chris Lovegrove, Rachel Hazlett (PM)
   Newly appointed Skipper Luiz 
Provin & Mate Flo Preux assumed 
their 1st commands.  A perfect trip 
for first command, but it tested the 
nerves of the skipper alright.

   The weather was forecast to 
deteriorate over the weekend but 
we had a gentle broad reach down 
Southampton Water and anchored 
off Luttrel Tower for lunch.   . 

   From our lunch anchorage we 
set off with 4 rolls on the main and 
number 2 jib, the squalls still in the 
distance at that point. With the wind 
predicted to back from the W to the 
SW I wanted to get past Stansore 

but enjoying watching other vessels 
pass, in particular an enormous, 
obviously brand-new catamaran 
obviously out on sea trials. It was 
my first trip into Hamble by sea, and 
could not quite believe the sheer 
scale of moorings and how far the 
masts continued upriver. Hamble 
had probably the best marina 
facilities I have ever experienced, 
with outstanding showers and 
a lovely meal, and our last night 
onboard was spent in comfort. 

   Saturday - Hamble to Shamrock
Opting to have a quick sail up 
Southampton Water on Saturday 
morning before leaving SEA SCAMP, 
those who have done it will know 
that aside from an oil refinery and 
cruise and ferry terminals, there is 
not too much of note. Saying that, 

the appearance of an enormous 
Maersk container ship, which my 
marine tracker app informed me 
was the 8th largest in the world, 

provided some excitement and 
bore down on us over breakfast. 
The return to Shamrock Quay was 
uneventful, and after securing 

her to her mooring, SEA SCAMP 
was given the once over before a 
quick lunch in the Yellow Welly. We 
parted ways, and took a breakneck, 
borderline dangerous taxi ride to the 
station.

   My first experience of SEA SCAMP 
has been truly excellent, and 
although I write this a few months 
on (sorry for the delay, Adrian!) after 
a long and busy term at university, 
I still remember the good sailing 
and excellent company of the week. 
Thank you to John, Eamonn, Sara, 
Nicky and Jenny for making me 
feel so welcome to the Sea Scamp 
family, and I hope to sail again on 
her very soon. 

copy -  Thomas  Shah

photo -  John Salmon
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copy -  Luiz Provin 

Point before the tide changed 
(around 1300) when tide and 
wind would be opposing making 
our passage more choppy and 
consequently less pleasant.
     
   As we approached Yarmouth, 
suddenly the entrance disappeared 
into a dark mass of cloud and 
rain! Skipper thought, no way am 
I going in like this! But instead 
a good opportunity to try some 
heavy weather tactics temporarily. 
If you’ve been in a squall before 
you’ll know to batten down the 
hatches and reduce sail well before 
it arrives and to that effect we rolled 

on a few more turns on the main ( 
maximum number this time!) We 
scandalised the sail by bringing 
the main sheet in and then ran with 
the wind on our quarter for a short 
period, until the squall had passed 
and once again the entrance 
became clear.

   Stronger winds predicted for 
Sunday allowed an opportunity to 
rig the Trysail which comfortably 
carried us all the way back to 
Southampton. The final approach 
to the pontoon was more exciting 
though, we were slightly ahead of 
the stand and as a result there was 

a reasonable stream still on the 
flood, which added to the strong 
breeze now blowing and made it 
impossible to attempt a port side 
approach. We might have waited 
out a bit longer before coming 
in but I admit I was glad to have 
arrived when we did as the wind 
started to blow, and so we ferry 
glided SEA SCAMP against a 
strong breeze and the remaining 
flood stream onto a starboard 
side mooring. I left unreserved 
apologies to the incoming crew, 
but at least SEA SCAMP was then 
safely tucked into her berth with a 
happy crew. 

23-25 September,   Starboard, why not moon or sun board for port?
Robert Stevenson (S), Adrian Gould (M), Mike Sharples, Minji Xu, Rae Xu (PM), Terry Noonan

    My two Days on SEA SCAMP
 
    It’s been 43 days since I got off SEA SCAMP. I’m afraid I don’t remember much of the vocabulary I was taught. 
If I have to embarrass myself and list all the words I still remember, I have to say, I only remember three. Here 
they are and how I remember them right this moment.
 
    Sail, a large piece of triangular cloth that provides a perfect surface that captures the wind’s momentum and 
turns it into the boat’s. It is perfect itself. It works best if controlled by someone who knows it like a close friend, or 
better, a lover. 
 
    Tiller, a small piece of sturdy wooden stick that is somehow attached to the rudder indirectly and has control 
of the sailing direction. A small move with the tiller can be visually enlarged many more times in the move of the 
boat. It is designed to be flexible. But having an advantage in flexibility is like to have a super power. One controls 
it must be modest and self-restrained. 
 
    Starboard, the right side of the boat. It sounds very romantic when the right side is called STARBOARD. What 
is the left side called? Not moonboard, not sunboard. But why not?
 
    It’s been 43 days since I got off SEA SCAMP. My fantasies are back to ‘normal’ again. I’d fancy a decent meal 
in a beautiful restaurant, a bit of extra bonus money in my monthly payslip, some good sex on the weekend 
nights. My days are ‘normal’ again. I don’t remember exactly the fantasies I had during those two sailing days. It 
was all about flying, breathing, seeing, hearing. I vaguely remember so. 
 
    It’s been 43 days since I got off SEA SCAMP. I guess the memory is fading away as any other things 
happened in my life. But the colours, the smells, the sounds and the textures of those two days are still vivid in all 
my senses. I wish I could describe it, paint it, sing about it and do all the things to convince you that I remember 
them. But you probably don’t need me to, if you happen to have your own memories with SEA SCAMP. 

    The fact is that I appreciate a lot what you and everyone have taught me about sailing, as well as your 
protection, guidance and generosity of lending me the suit. It was an unforgettable and amazing journey for 
me~

copy -  Rae Xu 

opposite SEA SCAMP in Paimpol Harbour
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Robert Stevenson (S), Adrian Gould (M), Mike Sharples, Minji Xu, Rae Xu (PM), Terry Noonan
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10 - 12 November, The Last Blast
Bill Scatchard (S),  Flo Preux (M), Adrian Gould, Graham Macey, Sara Taffinder, Andy Whitmore

  I hadn’t quite realised that the last 
sail of the season would be in such 
high quality company, not that I’m 
saying anytime one books on SEA 
SCAMP you are not guaranteed 

good company. However in all my 
years I’ve never sailed with two or 
should I say three skippers and three 
mates. We were tasked with
dekitting and preparing the boat to 

be lifted out on Monday morning 
whilst fitting in a trip down river and 
back as one last sail.

   Meeting in the Cove, Andy joined 

   An early start to motor to Stokes 
Bay to rendezvous with the 
smaller than usual regatta flotilla – 
organiser Paul Lund, OVERLORD 
, BALERNO and SHINING 
LIGHT.  We had a welcome new 
Saturday morning activity – count 
the number of gun ports on the 
3 Solent forts -  No Mans’ Land, 
Horse Sand and Spit Sand. As 
we circled the forts we carefully 
counted gunports and watched 
with interest as SHINING LIGHT 
crossed and then returned back 
over the anti submarine barrier 
– fortunately for her there was 
enough water and then we slowly 
sailed back to Stokes Bay to raft 
up to OVERLORD for lunch.  All 
the while racking our brains to 
compose an acrostic poem, the 1st 
letter of each line being the yacht’s 
name – forwards then backwards.

   Saturday afternoon’s activity was 
the traditional Chicken Run – sail as 
far west as possible, note turning 
position and time but return to the 
finish off Gillkicker Point at 4 pm 
exactly.  After careful consideration 
of the wind and tide we chose 
a due west course. The others 
disappeared in the direction of 
Southampton Water  - we had a 
hard beat towards the northern 
edge of the Bramble and turned 
after we had crossed the shipping 
lane  just past Bourne Gap red 
buoy. The Asymmetric spinnaker 
was hoisted and we had a glorious 
reach back to the finish line, arriving 
some time after OVERLORD and 
a long way in front of BALERNO,  
but importantly only 15 seconds 
before the appointed time of 
1600 hours. After motoring into 
Portsmouth Harbour we moored for 
the night rafted to OVERLORD on 
the outer breakwater of Gunwharf 

Quay.  Walk, ferry and taxi to Royal 
Clarence Marina for an enjoyable 
regatta dinner at Arty’s Restaurant, 
speeches and prizes.

   With bad weather looming, the 
start of the Sunday Salver Race 
was delayed – it was to be a 
self timed start and finish as the 
Committee Boat had gear box 
problems, both SHINING LIGHT 
and BALERNO retired – so it was 
a 2 horse race : OVERLORD and 
SEA SCAMP, across the Solent and 
onto Southampton Water. 

Results for SEA SCAMP - 
Gun Port Challenge  - 1st.  
Chicken Run  -            1st.  
Sunday Salver             1st again
   
(We can forget about our poem)  
Overall Winner: SEA SCAMP
   Thanks to her  young and 
enthusiastic crew.

30th September - 1st October, OCC Autumn Weekend
Bill Scatchard (S), Adrian Gould(M), Sallie McMullen, Hugh Taylor, Lydia Rogers (PM), Sophie Redin (PM)

copy -  Bill Scatchard

classic yacht racing of Paimpol
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copy - Graham Macey

Bill and myself as we sat down to a 
hearty meal the high point of which 
was Bill'’s huge starter of spare 
ribs which could have been a main 
course. Adrian joined us in time for 
dessert and we retired to the boat for 
a wee dram of Andy's whisky, which 
was very, very generously provided 
and dispensed, so much so, I don’t 
recall much of what happened 
thereafter…..probably just as well.

   Next morning Flo and Sara joined 
us for breakfast in the Yellow Welly 
and then we departed at 11.00. It 
was decided that Adrian would be 
acting skipper and Flo mate, Andy 
and Bill's thoughts being it was 
an honour to celebrate Adrian's 
impending regrading albeit yet to 
be written up. Flo was tasked to 
navigate and I was to be put through 
departure and arrival training with 
Andy tutoring! This consisted of 
coming alongside various pontoons 
mid-stream and finally the diesel 
pontoon, suffice to say I managed 
not to embarrass myself or the boat.  
Despite being advertised as open 
the diesel man remained deaf to the 
klaxon, our shouts and telephone 
calls. Departing empty handed but 
still with plenty in the tank, we hoisted 
the main and genoa as Sarah 
helmed, all looking forward to playing 
with the trysail as we reached down 
Southampton water in a NW4.

   A glorious sail ensued under 
the wonderfully bright blue new 
asymmetric spinnaker with its 
resplendent yellow siskin motif. We 
learnt how to rig, hoist, fly, trim, and 
very importantly, drop and pack this 
new addition to the sail wardrobe. 
Highly recommended by all on 
board. We continued down river with 
the genoa and main. It was nearing 
lunchtime when Adrian shouted "man 
overboard" and deposited a bucket 
and fender as a casualty. This was 
turning into a fully blown training day 
I thought as I did an emergency stop 
and directed the boat around a figure 
of eight to bring her alongside the 
casualty under sail. I ended up with 
too much way to recover the poor 
soul, so offering my apologies to 
the bucket I went around again this 
time more successfully. My thanks to 
Andy again for his helpful advice. It 
was generally agreed that this type of 

practice should be carried out more 
often, even every cruise? Lunch was 
calling, Bill had meanwhile been 
preparing pizza, and we took shelter 
NW of Calshot castle, where, not 
content with MOB training we picked 
up a buoy under sail, achieved, but 
not the first time.

   Lunch dispatched Sarah took us 
off under sail and we headed across 
to enter the Hamble just before slack 
water to fill the diesel tank (filled it 
prevents condensation forming and 
contaminating the fuel during winter) 
and get a free MDL berth. Mercury 
Marina is far up the Hamble which 
promised a healthy shower and stroll 
out for an evening meal at the Victory 
Inn. The pub turned out to be very 
busy but had allocated us a separate 
nook upstairs whereupon we were 
promptly forgotten.  Once reminded 
they did provide a good meal, but 
with only 50% approval ratings round 
the table. Hamble village seemed 
full of well inebriated groups as we 
headed off, one of which sang to us 
as we passed. Were they making a 
point about our sailing gear?  Who 
cares at least the rain held off till we 
made it back, glad we had previously 
put the awning up.  SEASCAMP 
soon vibrated to snores (no names 
mentioned) as we got our heads 
down straight away, knowing we had 
an exhilarating day ahead with the 
forecast giving gales.

   When we woke to a grey morning 
all seemed quiet, but tucked up river 
we were sheltered, with a look up 
at the mastheads and a keen ear 
one could tell the forecast had been 
right. N/NW 7 occasionally 8 called 
for the number 2 jib and 4 rolls in 
the main, warm togs, wet weather 
& safety gear (we had already been 
issued with and had been wearing 
our lifejackets yesterday). Today 
Flo had the chance to hone her 
boat handling skills as she deftly 
reversed out of our finger berth 
by Adrian walking the bow down, 
she took us downstream to head 
out into Southampton water and 
the full blast of the wind to beat up 
stream for home. We settled into a 
smart tacking routine between the 
oil terminal and the Eastern bank 
using depth soundings to judge 
when best to tack. As the tide was 

on the ebb and the wind gusting up 
to that NW8 we were one of only a 
few boats out. A small fleet of racing 
dinghies came barrelling down past 
us at 9/10 knots running before the 
wind on kites, looking like they were 
having a fun time and being followed 
by safety boats. Later on it would 
appear even they gave up trying to 
race in those conditions. Flo helmed 
with precision, luffing up in squalls 
to gain some Northing and directing 
tacking manoeuvres perfectly, as we 
zigzagged slowly upstream. More 
reefs in the main were called for as 
the gusts became more frequent and 
the helm heavier. This was managed 
by heaving-to to allow deck hands 
to be at the mast without the danger 
of being flogged by the jib sheets. 
Another two rolls were added and 
now SEASCAMP, well balanced, 
continued up past Netley & Hythe 
and into the more sheltered waters 
of the Itchen where we dropped 
the main and jib off Ocean Village 
and Flo made a textbook approach 
to bring us alongside the waiting 
pontoon at Shamrock Quay just 
before lunch.

   Following a quick soup and pizza 
we set to drying out, clearing up and 
preparing the boat for lift out. Rig 
slackened, electrics disconnected, 
mast blocks freed, all gear removed 
to store or identified for special 
attention, life raft for service, sails to 
be valeted etc. We all were allocated 
tasks and by dusk the boat had 
been stripped of nearly all its kit and 
was looking bare. One forgets how 
much kit SEASCAMP carries, just the 
deck gear alone takes a great deal 
of work to remove. With six of us it 
still took three hours to achieve Bill’s 
list of jobs! As anyone who knows 
him, he always has one of those! Bill, 
Sara and Adrian stayed on board for 
the lift out on Monday and the others 
left for home into a most beautiful 
sunset.

    The weekend was most enjoyable 
and thanks to the combined 
knowledge, trust and guidance of 
the three skippers I certainly gained 
a deeper relationship with and 
understanding of SEA SCAMP.   I’m 
sure my thanks and sentiments are 
echoed by Flo & Sarah. 
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Proposed Sea Scamp sailing programme for 2018 

Trip Days Dates Handover Skipper Mate Vacancies
S.D. mid week April 4th - 5th SQ Bill Scatchard 5

1 week end April 7th - 8th SQ Bill Scatchard

2 week end April 14th - 15th SQ Adrian Gould Nicky Twort full 

3 week end - OCC April 21st - 22nd SQ Luiz Provin Ian Thomas 3

4 week end April 28th - 29th SQ Bill Scatchard Flo Preux 3

5 3 days Bank Holiday May 5th - 7th SQ Alison Dewar Chris Kingswood 3/4

6 week end May 12th - 13th SQ Luiz Provin

7 week end May 19th - 20th SQ John Salmon Flo Preux 3/4

8 delivery May 21th - 24th SQ - Brighton Alison Dewar

9 week end, Royal Escape May 24th - 28th Brighton - Fecamp - 
Cherbourg Mike Sharples Adrian Gould 2

10a 7 days May 28th - June 3rd Cherbourg - Ch.Islands

10b 8 days June 3rd - 10th Cherbourg - Ch.Islands

11 6 days June 10th - 16th Cherbourg/Ch.Islands - 
Falmouth Alison Dewar 4

12 7 days June 16th - 23rd Falmouth - Kinsale John Scatchard Hilary Webb 3

13 7 days June 23rd - 30th Kinsale - Kinsale John Scatchard Hilary Webb 3

14 7 days June 30th - July 7th Kinsale - Kinsale Bill Scatchard 5

15 7 days July 7th - 14th Kinsale - Kinsale Bill Scatchard Adrian Gould 4

16 7 days July 14th - 21st Kinsale - Kinsale Adrian Gould Terry Secretan 1

17 6 days July 21st - 28th Kinsale - Kinsale Ian Thomas 4

18 7 days July 28th - Aug 4th Kinsale - Kinsale Luiz Provin 6

19 7 days Aug 4th - 11th Kinsale - Kinsale 5

20 7 days Aug 11th - 18th Kinsale - Kinsale 6

21 7 days Aug 18th - 25th Kinsale - Falmouth Luiz Provin 5

22 7 days Aug 25th - Sept 1st West Country 6

23 7 days Sept 1st - 8th West Country - SQ 6

24 3 days - OCC Sept 14th - 16th SQ Bill Scatchard 5

25 week end Sept 22nd - 23rd SQ John Salmon 5

26 week end Sept 29th - 30th SQ Rob Stevenson 5

27 week end October 6th - 7th SQ Bill Scatchard 5

28 week end October 13th - 14th SQ John Scatchard 5

29 week end October 20th - 21st SQ 5

30 week end October 27th - 28th SQ Adrian Gould 5

as of 11 Dec 2017, for up to date programme please contact Nicky Twort or view on the website 

Please note: correct at time of going to print 
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as of 11 Dec 2017, for up to date programme please contact Nicky Twort or view on the website 
Cruise Booking and Payment Procedures

BOOKING BERTHS 
Anyone wanting to book should:-

a) Book direct with the Skipper who must advise the Sailing Secretary of crew names and capability. 
b) Contact the Sailing Secretary who will take enquiries for berths and pass these on to Skippers for action. 
(The Sailing Secretary keeps an up-to-date list of crew bookings.) 

Once the Skipper offers a place the booking MUST be confirmed with a deposit of 50% of the sailing fee, balance of the 
fee is then due two months prior to sailing, or the full sailing fee if the trip is within two months of sailing.

Sailing Fees may now be paid by electronic Transfer from your bank to the Club.

Alternatively cheques made payable to “SEA SCAMP Syndicate” and sent to the Skipper who will forward them to the 
Treasurer, accompanied by a completed Sailing Fee Sheet are acceptable 

SAILING FEES for 2018 are;
All members except cadets                                       £42 per day.
Cadet (23 or under and in full time education)                                            £21 per day 

PROVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP
In addition those who wish to sail who are not members of the Sea Scamp Syndicate or an affilated club (OCC or Little 
Ship Club) must join as a Provisional Member. Forms are available from Skipper or from the Membership Secretary

Provisional membership lasts for 3 months from the date of your first days sail. 

Fee to become a Provisional Member in 2018 are:
Adult     £10
Cadet     £5

AFFILIATE MEMBER (a full member of the Little Ship Club - Annual fee of £10, OCC no fee) 

Skippers please note 
When a booking is made for a friend or guest please complete a Provisional Membership form which then must be signed 
by the Provisional Member and then returned to the Treasurer, preferably with the Provisional Member's cheque, and at the 
latest at least one week before sailing, in order to comply with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency requirements.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
These remain the same for 2018 and are for 12 months from the date of application. 

by standing order by single payment

Shareholder single member 60 shares or more £25 £40

Shareholder Family membership 90 shares or more £35 £50

Adult Member £75 £90

Family Membership £110 £125

Cadet Member £35 £45

Payee
Sort Code

Account
Reference

SEASCAMP SYNDICATE 
090155
88453080 
TxxNotes 

 1. You must include a seperate T reference in each transfer which covers more than one trip.
 2. Reference must consist of“T” followed  ONLY by the number of the trip shown on the sailing programme (NO DATES)
 3. For a deposit and then the final payment just put the same T reference for each transfer 
 4 .Your name will be put in automatically by your bank.

Please be punctilious if you wish to be able to continue this way of paying.

Fill in these bank transfer details 
i.e. for Royal Escape 
weekend with Mike 
Sharples just put in “T9” 
for the reference
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50 Square Metre News

V 30  - SEEFALKE / SEA SOLDIER  - news from Griff Williams - She took part in the Antigua Classics again. 
“We were lucky in that Antigua did not suffer any significant damage from the hurricanes.  Seefalke was on a 
hurricane mooring which we felt was safer than on shore with all the flying debris.” 

V48 SEA WRAITH – formerly Seegeist,  ANOTHER 50 Sq 
M resurfaces built 1937 by Howaid boatyard – allocated 
to HMS Excellent.  Purchased in 2009 by Richard Ogilvy 
from another yachtsman who had bought her from the 
Admiralty in 1963.  Since then he has being repairing 
and renewing and finally relauched at Burghhead 
Harbour, Morayshire in July 2017.  Alas this quickly 
became a nightmare when SEA WRAITH began to 
take on water… and sank within five minutes of being 
launched.  She was lifted and dried out against the jetty 
wall – floating at spring tides.  Richard told me that she 
is now in a cradle at Burghead  and will be taken to 
Inverness  boatyard next spring where the keel will be 
dropped and necessary repairs done.

NOT THE 50 Square Metre NEWS

30 sq M  ERIDA  - still for sale £56,000 - Bob Gatehouse is open to offers. 

100 Sq M  XI 9  WAL / Collingwood / Merlin / ZEEAREND.   Sold by Admiralty (with Marabu) in 1977.  Fully 
restored in the 1990’s in Holland for Leo Aarens.  For Sale CB October 2017   Built by Burmester 1938, lying 
Belgium, 185,000 euro

100 sq M  X 10   MARABU   Now being rebuilt/restored by Josef Martin 

Freundeskreis Klassische Yachten  “MARABU” x10   

“Because you have to save such a ship” - this is the brief answer given by Josef Martin to the question of why. 
Now is the sad thing, which was built in 1935 by Abeking & Rasmussen, and once so proud 100 SQM SAILING 
CRUISER x10 MARABU is still left on the yard of his yard. Already in 2009, Martin bought it - in Ipswich UK, 
unseen, only on the basis of pictures as he insured. On a low loader, she came to Radolfzell.( western end of 
Lake Constance) He doesn’t buy boats just because they’re old. You’d have to be beautiful.
Now the restoration begins. Kerstin Schulze, photographer, accompanies the project and reports in our 
magazine “Classic” about the current state of the restoration.

All information also in Kerstin Schulze’s blog “Marabou Sailing Club” under the address
http://projekt-fotografie.ch/index.php/the-marabu-sailing-club             http://www.fky.org/news/marabu-2017.htm

please note, translation could be better !”
copy  - Bill Scatchard
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Overlord’s news and planned programme for 2018 
to sail on Overlord mail sailing sec at nick@nigelfamily or visit www.sailoverlord.org.uk 

   After a few weekend trips around the Solent, 
including our Spring Rally, and a JOG race to St. 
Vaast, OVERLORD set off to Falmouth via several nice 
West Country ports.  From Falmouth she sailed down 
to La Coruna in Spain with a short diversion to the 
Scillies to sit out some very stormy weather.

   Once in Spain several crews enjoyed the beautiful 
and interesting scenery of the Spanish Rias  and 
absorbed some good old Spanish sunshine.  The 
fridge decided that that would be a good time to 
cease getting cold and became a large not-very-
coolbox!  As regulars of SEA SCAMP I guess you will 
have little sympathy.  The electric pump bringing the 
hot water to the sink also went on strike for a while.  
The more gadgets you have on board the more there 
is to go wrong!  However, no one seems to have had 
their holiday spoilt by these trivial inconveniences.

   On return to Falmouth there was a short family sail 
locally and then OVERLORD returned to the Solent, 
berthing at Universal marina in the Hamble as Gosport 
was being dredged.  From Universal she enjoyed 
a number of weekends including a JOG to Cowes 
and Poole, the indulgent Trafalgar Weekend when 

they couldn’t work up an appetite for the celebration 
dinner as it was blowing a gale, but the dinner and 
accompanying wine still went down well.  There were 
also several training days.  Universal is a tricky marina 
to get into and on one occasion she swung round 
and made contact with a cleat on the pontoon which 
proved to be rather harder than her hull!  At least it 
wasn’t far to go across the river to The Elephant who 
patched her up and made her seaworthy for the rest of 
the season.

   2018 is mainly a home waters season when we 
plan to invite potential new members to join us for 
weekends and some longer trips – to the Channel 
Islands, Brittany and probably the Scillies.  It is 
also intended to compete in the Round-the-Island 
Race, the Panerai Classic Regatta at Cowes and 
the Dartmouth Regatta, which will be part of a West 
Country cruise.

   SEA SCAMP members are always welcome on 
OVERLORD so have a look at the programme on our 
website  

Good sailing to all  -  Miggie Bruce

Northern Coast Of Spain
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Specialist travel insurance

Our specialist travel insurance policy provides valuable 
worldwide cover and is especially suited to sailing overseas. 
If you’re planning on boating abroad this year, give us a call 
and we’ll be happy to advise you.

Designed with overseas sailing in mind.

Enquire online or call us today

bishopskinner.com
0800 783 8057
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0127-0116 Seascamp travel insurance advert FINAL.indd   1 06/01/2016   14:35:40

Brain Tweaker - answers

1.   They are different names for the same structure so the answer is there is none

2.   SOLENT AIRPORT DAEDALUS  which is close to Lee on Solent and has plans currently under consideration
      to start flights to Alderney and Cardiff

3.   Both have an MMSI.
      The buoy has AIS and so it has an MMSI (92351146)
      SEA SCAMP has an MMSI (235022856)in connection with our VHF/DSC radio licence

4.    Whatever AIS equipped vessels are in the vicinity, with their names, heading and track.
       Just choose Automaps / Cowes / refresh set by Bill Robson
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Directions to SEA SCAMP when berthed at Shamrock Quay SO14 5QL

SEA SCAMP 
on her berth 
Hammerhead 
Pontoon K

Park in this 
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Bitterne Railway St.  25 min walk

Woolston Railway St. 
 30 min walk

Yellow Welly Cafe, 

Water Front Bar and 
Restaurant

Entrance to
Shamrock Quay

 Marina
SO14 5QL

From Southampton Central 
Railway Station allow 15 to 20 
mins in Taxi, or it’s about a 50 
min walk.

If driving the entrance to the 
Marina is off William Street.

Contact No. for the Marina Office 
(MDL) is:- 02380 229461

Check in at the MDL Marina 
Office to register your car 
registration number 



Classic Channel Regatta moored in Pampol, where’s SEA SCAMP ?  ed.


