
 

SEA SCAMP Newsletter 

Summer 2019 

Our new website 

www.seascamp.org.uk 

With saling programme updates and 
our sailing manual online. Thank you 

Mike Sharples!  Please contact him if you 

haven’t yet received your login details for 
all the goodies in the members’ area:  

seascamp2018@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Sail setting: no hands! 

 

Cadet sailing fees 
Cadets are now defined as under 23 OR in 

full time education. Fees are £21 per day. 

 

Your diary 
7 September back at SQ 
5-6 October OCC regatta 

26 October autumn lunch & skippers mtg: 

London (Greenwich) 
7 December AGM: London 

 
 

Where’s Sea Scamp? 
Log into a site like Marine Traffic and 
you can follow her AIS track.  

 

Attention navigators! 

You can’t miss our new AIS 
transponder. It’s in the centre of the 

chart table display and looks like this: 

 

 
 
Please read the AIS article in this 

Newsletter and be ready to use it. 

 

http://www.seascamp.org.uk/
mailto:seascamp2018@gmail.com


 

Sailing programme summer/autumn 2019 

Check the members’ area of the website for updates: www.seascamp.org.uk. Please 
contact skippers or Nicky about places; those shown are not confirmed until deposits 

paid. Sea Scamp is now in Brittany. She is cruising there and back before Solent 

weekends & longer trips from September. Please also let Nicky (Sailing Secretary) know 
if you are interested in midweek autumn sailing: nicoletwort@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

In BRITTANY and back 

Trip 
  

Days 
  

Date 
  

Notes 
  

Skipper 
  

Mate 
  

Spaces 
  

14 7 13-20 July 
North-West inlets, tides & 

lighthouses: Roscoff to Brest 
Luix Provin Graham Macey 1 

15 7 20-27 July 
Raz de Sein and beyond: Brest 

to L’Orient 
Bill Scatchard Nicky Twort 4 

16 7 27 July – 3 August 
South Brittany cruising: 

L’Orient to Pornichet 
Ian Thomas Jenny Douse FULL 

17 7 3-10 August 
South Brittany cruising: 

Pornichet to L’Orient 
Alison Dewar Chris Kingswood FULL 

18 7 10-17 August 
South Brittany cruising: 

L’Orient  
Mike Sharples Nicky Twort 2 

19 7 17-24 Aug 
Return through the Raz: 

L’Orient to Brest 
Adrian Gould Mike Sharples 4 

20 7 24 – 31 Aug 
Channel crossing: Brest to 

Plymouth 
Adrian Gould Sara Taffinder 2 

21 7 31 Aug – 7 Sept Plymouth to Shamrock Quay John Scatchard  5 

SOLENT BASED: programme tbc: Sea Scamp back at Shamrock Quay (trips 22-29) 

22 7 7-14 Sept SQ  Luis Provin  5 

23 5 14-21 Sept SQ   6 

23a 2 21-22 Sept SQ Bill Scatchard  5 

24 5 23-27 Sept SQ   6 

25 2 28-29 Sept SQ Rob Stevenson  5 

26 2 5-6 Oct SQ (OCC regatta) Bill Scatchard  4 

27 2 12-13 Oct SQ John Salmon Laura Salmon 3 

28 2 19-20 Oct SQ John Scatchard Hilary Webb 3 

29 2 26-27 Oct SQ   6 

 

http://www.seascamp.org.uk/
mailto:nicoletwort@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

Carving out a bit of history  

Graham Macey writes: Once again Bill Scatchard's powers of 

persuasion reached even greater heights when he managed 

to persuade me to take on the job of prettying up the boom 

crutch. Originally he had suggested we make it lighter by 

carving out slots, but on inspection it was decided that this 

could be compromised by the repaired split on one leg. This 

together with the concern about structural integrity given the 

weight it carries lead on to exploring other options. Bill had 

seen another yacht on the classic channel regatta whose crutch 

had been carved with the boat’s logo. It didn't seem like much 

of a problem to do a similar job on ours…. did it?  

I'm sure you will be aware Sea Scamp’s builder Abeking & 

Rasmussen have an arrow shaped decal they used on their 

yachts. On Sea Scamp it appears on the bow and stern and 

hopefully the observant amongst you will also have seen it on 

footers of the journal. Why not use this decorative design to 

effect on the boom crutch? Well why not indeed, perhaps 

because I have never carved in wood before, and what would 

happen if I made a mistake? Bill just smiled and said “just go 

for it”. So that's what I did, taking the crutch home. Much to 

the dismay of Adrian who had plans of his own, something to 

do with the table, but that's another story.   

Bill sent a sketch of the logo which I transferred to a drawing 

package and slightly modified it to make it simpler (less room 

for mistakes!). I used a picture of  the bow carving, from the 

back cover of the 2016 journal, to model the simplification.  

Bill was happy with this tweak. Then the designs were printed, 

to produce a template to ensure consistency (I was tasked with 

two designs, one on each side of one leg). All this after 

considerable debate about how many logos should be applied 

and where! I favoured just one leg having the design but others 

felt it's not symmetrical.   

I hope whatever is your preference you like the result. I can't 

say it's a carving worthy of Michelangelo but it's the best I 

could do. It's surprising how long it took, including doing the 

design, carving, rubbing down, painting & varnishing both legs 

it came to….no I'll leave that for you to guess! However thanks 

to Bill for his ideas and confidence in me, perhaps as refit 

chairman Bill will let you into the secret!    



 

 

MOB: who does what? Involving all the crew 
From 2019, MOB sailing manoeuvres should be practised on every trip. But is this 

just something for the skipper and mate? Far from it. Every crew is different, in 

number, experience and skill. Hence it is important to take time to discuss what 

you might all do in different scenarios - and to practice the basic manoeuvres. 

Everyone needs to know what to expect: otherwise attention in an emergency 

might be diverted to crew training on the deck instead of crew recovery from the 

sea.  A real MOB isn’t the time for training. 

The sailing is covered in the Sea Scamp sailing manual (in the members’ area of 

the website: www.seascamp.org.uk). Your skipper will explain the basics. Do put 

yourself forward to learn if you feel at all rusty or in any way unsure. This matters. 

Contact Hugh, the club’s Gradings Officer, to share your thoughts: 

hugh.cbtaylor@gmail.com  

Quick stop 
Shout ‘Man Overboard’. Helm pushes tiller 

towards the boom and others pull in the 
main sheet and the jib. Sea Scamp circles. 

 

Everyone from competent crew onwards 
should be able to use the tiller this way. 

  Sail away and back 
Skipper or mate organise sail off and 

return. Watch leaders should understand 
the manoeuvres involved and be ready 

and able to guide other crew.  

 
Everyone able to anticipate their part. 

 

Point, signal & be ready 
Several tasks: from pointing at the casualty 
& calling the skipper. Be ready and know 

what to do; eg radio call, MOB button, 

getting recovery kit ready. Not panicking. 
Everyone should know what they might 

be asked to do - and how to do it. Mates 

and skippers take charge but everyone 

plays an active part. 

Stop & recovery 
Approaching on a close reach. Main sheet 
right out and stopping exactly with the 

pick-up on the lee side cannot be 

practised enough. The tiller can be left, as 
Sea Scamp will lie across the wind, 

providing a stable platform for recovery.  

Everyone needs to know about 

recovery and, ideally, medical care. 
 

There can and will be lots of variations in a competent pick-up. This is a very brief overview. The 

point is to revise what you might need to do.  Practice, practice, practice - and don’t fall, be 

knocked in or let this happen to others. The risks include accidents, as well as someone falling. 

http://www.seascamp.org.uk/


 

 

Using our new AIS 

AIS stands for Automatic Identification 
System. It uses VHF radio transmissions to 

track ships and small craft; and identifies, 

locates and exchanges data with nearby 
vessels, coastal stations and satellites. 

 

We can now broadcast and receive 
information, including vessel name, MMSI 

number, type, size, speed, course and 

destination. Used effectively it can help 
with navigational decisions. 

 

AIS transmits using type A and type B 

units. Type A is complex, usually found in 
larger commercial craft. Yachts (including 

Sea Scamp) are more likely to have Type B 

units; with less detailed information and a 
more limited range (often 5-10 miles). 

 

While very useful for collision avoidance, 

we need to continue to use all other means 
to avoid collision: sight, sound, light and 

radio signals. AIS is not a substitute. 

 
Sea Scamp has an ICOM MA500 TR class B 

transponder that transmits and receives. 

The VHF signals to and from the mast head 
antenna are “split” in the new Vesper 

Splitter. One antenna serves both the new 

ICOM VHF and the ICOM transponder - 

they are linked so that VHF transmissions 
to the “target“ vessel can be initiated from 

the AIS transponder. 

 
Full operating instructions are in the ICOM 

manuals on board. 

RYA advice on AIS: the link below takes you 

to the RYA’s advice on watchkeeping using 

AIS as an aid in avoiding collisions: 
 
https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/cruising-

tips/hints-tips/Pages/watchkeeping-safety-use-of-

vhf-radio-and-ais.aspx 

 

Skipper and mate 
development 

 
The club’s 3 skipper assessors also 

provide developmental guidance to 

help coach club members in the skills 
and knowledge involved. You could 

contact them if you would like to become a 

mate or skipper - even if your aims are 

very much in the future. Perhaps a chat on 
the phone or sailing together? Contact 

details for Alison Dewar, John Salmon and 

Rob Anstey are in the ‘people’ section of  
www.seascamp.org.uk 

 

Being able to train others is part of the 
remit of all skippers (as it is for mates and 

watch leaders, for those in other gradings).  

 

Other important contacts are Hugh Taylor 
(Gradings Officer) and Adrian Gould 

(Training Officer). Share your ideas! 

  
  

Where’s Overlord? 
You can also follow our sister ship on 

AIS tracking sites like Marine Traffic.  
 

Bill Scatchard (refit chairman) says “Thank you to all our refitters”. 

We scraped antifoul from the lower hull, where our shipwright checked 

and replace fastenings. He also worked on a cracked frame and deck 

re-caulking. We antifouled, painted and varnished. Main hatch and 

skylight frame were refurbished; some electronics upgraded; and the 

engine, bilge pumps, sea cocks, heads and winches serviced. 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/cruising-tips/hints-tips/Pages/watchkeeping-safety-use-of-vhf-radio-and-ais.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/cruising-tips/hints-tips/Pages/watchkeeping-safety-use-of-vhf-radio-and-ais.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/cruising-tips/hints-tips/Pages/watchkeeping-safety-use-of-vhf-radio-and-ais.aspx
http://www.seascamp.org.uk/


 

    



 

Lovely table thank you Adrian (Gould) 

Here it is, being used for some crew passage planning over G&Ts in Yarmouth: 

 

Passage planning and pilotage 

That crew were making use of pilot books, charts and almanac, working together to plan 

their trip from Yarmouth to Weymouth in June. One mate, two trainee mates and one 

novice. You can read up on some of the skills involved in this RYA article: 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/up-to-speed/Pages/have-you-done-

your-passage-planning-and-pilotage.aspx 

Wishing everyone happy and safe sailing! 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT & SUGGESTIONS: Your editor welcomes your suggestions and 

comments. Alison Dewar: alisondseascamp@gmail.com 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/up-to-speed/Pages/have-you-done-your-passage-planning-and-pilotage.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/up-to-speed/Pages/have-you-done-your-passage-planning-and-pilotage.aspx
mailto:alisondseascamp@gmail.com

