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Surfing at 7 Knots under spinnaker. 

Classic Yachts, St Helier- Paimpol race. 

 Classic yacht, with all 

mod comms 

 
Follow her adventures on Facebook 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SSsailing/ 
Lots of news, great photos & video.. 

 

Thank you Flo and Chris!  Please share ideas 
with them - and upload pictures, comments. 

We regular receive contributions from non-

members, who spot us out and about. 

Come lunch with us! 
2 November autumn lunch (1pm) & 
skippers’ meeting (11am): London 

(Greenwich). Please book NOW! 
7 December lunch (12) & AGM 

(1pm):London (Limehouse) 

 

Look out for club emails with further 
details. You should already have emails 

about both these events - check spam 

folders and/or update your email address 
if not. All are welcome to these 

convivial meetings. Perhaps you might 

tempt some potential new members? 
 

Get ready for refit 

Bill Scatchard (refit chairman) writes: 

“Sea Scamp will be lifted out at Shamrock 

Quay on Monday 11th November. We will 

build the frame on Saturday 16th.  

This winter we will be renewing the engine 

electric wiring (problematic in the last 

couple of years); tracing and stopping 

leaks; plus the usual long list of smaller 

jobs suitable for all skill levels.  Hull paint 

will only be stripped for leak repairs. 

Refitting will start in the New Year - nearly 

every weekend until we relaunch on 7th 

April.  Amanda Prout will be 

coordinating,  "whipping in" refitters this 

year. When she contacts you about your 

refit days please respond promptly.” 

https://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logo/facebook-like-icon?original=1
https://www.facebook.com/SSsailing/


 

Beryl Barr (by Graham Macey, with research by Bill Robson) 

 

It is with great sadness that I am writing to record the passing of Beryl Barr, a 

long standing member of Sea Scamp and one of my close friends and a neighbour. 

 
Beryl first sailed on Sea Scamp as a temporary member in May 1988. Her first trip as a 

member was with Tony Venables in August of that year, then again in October - so was 

obviously not put off by the facilities on board! She cheerily regaled me with a story of 
getting soaked down the back of the neck from the leaking forehatch whilst powdering 

her nose! Over the next eighteen years Beryl went on over sixty cruises on Sea Scamp 

with seventeen different skippers.  She served as Membership Secretary on the 

committee for five years from 1998. She also went on a chartered cruise in the 
Caribbean with Lynn Moseley who was one of those Skippers who had sailed with her on 

Sea Scamp.  Beryl was a fearless and accomplished sailor, an excellent helm, but also 

happy to go forward to the foredeck on a beat, in heavy weather, to change and reduce 
the foresail. This is no mean task whilst the bows dip into oncoming seas depositing 

green waves on deck! Those of us who have done similar know it takes a special person 

to brave such elements.  
 

I was lucky enough to sail with Beryl on many occasions. She was always ready to laugh, 

enjoyed a good joke and had some wonderful stories of her time out in Africa with her 

husband Mike, not to mention tales of past trips aboard Sea Scamp. She had a big heart 
and always went out of her way to help people and putting in many days refitting the 

boat. She, like many others, helped to ensure Sea Scamp remained in tip top condition. 

Even when she became a ‘friend’ of Sea Scamp she maintained a lifelong interest in what 
was happening with the boat.   

 

Dropping in on the Barrs always involved happy banter about the boat, recalling 
memorable trips and exploits – wading through mud at Newtown creek, great dinners on 

board, wonderful ports and anchorages, sunsets and sunrises after a night’s sail. Her last 

sailing trip was with Mike and me on my boat delivering her to the Dart. She realised 

then that her sailing days were over, but whooped with joy as we entered the river, 
motoring up stream to the mooring to enjoy a glass of wine in the cockpit as the sun set.  

I’m sure there will be many in the club who will also have happy memories of times 

aboard Sea Scamp in Beryl’s company and who would join with me in extending their 
condolences to Mike Barr and his family. The family say that, if you wish to donate, 

please consider the Lodge at Derriford Hospital 
(https://www.heartstogether.org.uk/donate)  or the Anthony Nolan Trust 

(https://www.anthonynolan.org/). To join the stem cell register please see 

https://www.anthonynolan.org/8-ways-you-could-save-life/donate-your-stem-cells.    

 

Funeral arrangements: Friday 1 November 13.45: East Devon Crematorium, London 

Rd, Strete Ralegh, Whimple (off the A30 east of Exeter: EX5 2PT). Afterwards at the 

Ridgeway Inn, Smallbridge (off the Chard Road going north out of Axminster). No flowers 

but - if anyone wishes - donations as above. 

https://www.heartstogether.org.uk/donate
https://www.anthonynolan.org/
https://www.anthonynolan.org/8-ways-you-could-save-life/donate-your-stem-cells


 

Sea Scamp journal: copy, please, in 
December 
It’s time to delight Adrian Gould, our 

journal editor, with some early Christmas 
presents.  He needs copy and photos from you to fill 
the pages. Perhaps it’s a trip report you promised to 
your skipper this year? Or some other content? Maybe 
you have some great photos? Please try to send 
content by the early part of December. There’s a lot of 
work involved in our annual production!  
 

Changes in contact details and 
qualifications? 
Please let Flo have these, so we can keep you 

up to date with mailshots and send your Journal 

to the right place. This is also important for 
keeping Sea Scamp membership details up to 

date in our website: www.seascamp.org,uk. 
 

2020 sailing programme 
Suggestions via skippers please. Where 

might you like to go? Skippers will start 
discussing options at their annual meeting - on 

the morning of our autumn lunch (2 Nov) 

 

 

AGM 7 December In Limehouse, London 
Perhaps you are interested in taking on a 
committee role? You could contact our club 

secretary (Jenny Douse) or Commodore (Rob 

Stevenson) for more information. Everyone is 

welcome to the AGM. It’s a social occasion - and 
always preceded by a good lunch 

 
NEWSLETTER CONTACT & SUGGESTIONS: Your 

editor welcomes your comments and 

suggestions (and can also pass on questions 

about newsletter items , if you are not sure who 

to direct them to).      Alison Dewar 

(alisondseascamp@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 
Gearbox failure in France 
On Thursday 1st August the gearbox 
started intermittently refusing to go 

into the required gear. The engineers 

who were called to repair duly decided 

Sea Scamp would have to be lifted out 
of the water and the engine lifted out 

of the boat. This meant we had to be 

towed from Kerneval to L'Orient. 
 

It took three weeks to get the problem 

diagnosed, the gearbox replaced and 
Sea Scamp back on her programme.  

 

This disrupted trips T16 to T19, 

skippered by Ian Thomas, Alison 
Dewar, Mike Sharples and Adrian 

Gould. And of course all those booked 

to sail with them. It also cost us a 
large sum of money. 

 

The cause, according to the engineer 

in Nantes who did the autopsy, was a 
blue line, which was found to be 

thoroughly wrapped around the 

propeller. 
 

 

While all this was going on crews 
jet-washed the hull; cleaned the 

engine water inlet strainer; replaced 

the engine impeller and sucked a 

teacup of grimy water from the bilges. 
The engineers also inspected the prop 

shaft and propellor. All in all, we have 

had a thorough overhaul.  Later on in 
the summer we also replaced the 

alternator.    
 

http://www.seascamp.org,uk/
mailto:alisondseascamp@gmail.com


 

Top knot(ch)  

Congratulations to Sea Scamp in this 

year’s OCC regatta (5-6 October 2019): 

Crew member Rob Panting crafted a top 

notch eye spice and an excellent monkey’s 

fist - winning the best knot competition hands 

down (and two bottles of wine).  

Bill Scatchard and his crew were also 

congratulated for the shortest time error in 

the Saturday afternoon ‘chicken run’, earning 

second place in that event. Great fun was had 

by all. Thanks to Colin McIver (OCC) for all 

the organising, including a good night out at 

‘Gin’s Farm’ - the Royal Southern clubhouse 

in the lower reaches of the River Beaulieu. 

How are your knots? 

Sea Scamp’s sailing manual (on the 

website) explains that knots have a 

central place in our crew gradings. Winter 

(and perhaps a refit lunch!) may be a time to 

brush up on these 7 knots and other 

competent crew ropework essentials:  

 bowline 

 clove hitch 

 figure of eight 

 reef knot / reef bow  

 rolling hitch  

 round turn and two half hitches  

 sheet bend / double sheet bend 

 coiling a rope; making up to a cleat; 

and sweating up   

 making up the fall of a rope 

 flaking out a rope. 

. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcWaKWWvi

u0 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ceg1-KAPpo 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-

newsletters/inbrief/Pages/basic-rope-work.aspx 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcWaKWWviu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcWaKWWviu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ceg1-KAPpo
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/basic-rope-work.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/basic-rope-work.aspx


 

 

Zeisig (Sea Scamp) and Norbec (Leopard) in 
Haalem: sailing to the UK after WW2 

Storm bound or simply enjoying a sunny afternoon in harbour? Dipping into 

the club copy of Michael Cudmore’s excellent history of the ‘windfall yachts’ you 

will find this fascinating piece on Sea Scamp’s voyage to the UK after the close 

of the second world war. A typical night out?! 

This is part of a letter from Pat Fryer to Morin Scott 45 years after they brought 

back two Windfalls through the Dutch canals. One was Sea Scamp. 

“Do you remember the night we spent in Haalem? There was no wind and the rain was 

teeming down and we were all soaked to the skin. We made fast to a lamppost - had hot 

toddies all round - several in fact and went ashore with both crews. You with a bottle of 

brandy and me with one of the whiskys. Ashore we found the town in festive mood 

celebrating its 700th Anniversary with an enormous fair. 

Our entry into the fair began with you trying to strike the bell at the top of one of those 

towers and when you failed to do so you began to strip down to the waist, raining blow 

after blow. This quickly collected a large crowd and the attendant let you go on reckoning 

that it would pay him to let you do so. Finally you did, I think, succeed and then visited 

several side shows but somehow became separated from our crew. But we both retained 

our whisky and brandy and were followed by the crowd which had watched you with the 

mallet. We finished up after midnight on the dodgem cars by which time we had disposed 

of much of the contents of the bottles. You eventually tried to climb the pole of the 

dodgem which connected with the network of electric wires above. At that point we were 

ordered off and, I think, escorted out of the fairground. 

We then found ourselves on the road back to the canal. I remember sitting with you on 

the kerb where there were some roadworks guarded by a hurricane lamp which we used 

to read the name of the road - you were convinced that we were in Piccadilly! We 

eventually arrived back at our yachts which were moored side by side and you insisted 

on seeing me down the forehatch and safely into my bunk. Then I insisted on doing the 

same for you. I don’t know how many times we saw each other into our bunks but when 

I looked down your hatch the next morning you were lying on your bunk, fully clothed 

and wringing wet - you had ended by falling into the canal. I don’t know how you 

managed to get out. 

How might you get out if you fell off a pontoon? Look out for yellow ladders 

at marinas. This video is about the Up-N-Out emergency ladder at our current 

Shamrock Quay pontoon https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oM1WNjz0DOk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oM1WNjz0DOk


 

Congratulations to our new Yachtmasters 

Skippers Adrian Gould and Mike Sharples are now RYA accredited Yachtmasters 

(Offshore). They are in the middle of this group of happy candidates, flanked by Mark 

Goodhand and Paul Lund from Overlord. From your left to right:  Mark, Mike, Adrian and 

Paul.  

If this quartet inspires you to take your Sea Scamp grading and training to the 

next level, please contact Hugh Taylor (gradings) or Adrian Gould (training). And look 

out for RYA theory courses to complete before we launch Sea Scamp again in 2020. 

 

    
Solent navigation: Beaulieu river 
Preparation essential! Tom Cunliffe explains this popular Solent stop-over very simply in his 

animated video blog.  A great guide to one of the more complex - but most beautiful - 

Solent destinations. Look out for Gin’s Farm (Royal Southern’s clubhouse) about 6 minutes 

in, where this year’s OCC regatta crews met for supper and showers. You may also find a 
mooring near the historic port and village of Beaulieu. Busy spots: make contact in advance 

and check Reeds for the latest navigational information. 

Tom Cunliffe: : https://www.tomcunliffe.com/navigating-the-beaulieu-river-on-a-cold-

winters-day/ 

Beaulieu Harbour: https://www.beaulieuriver.co.uk/ 

Solent Shallows: http://www.solentshallows.co.uk/ 

https://www.tomcunliffe.com/navigating-the-beaulieu-river-on-a-cold-winters-day/
https://www.tomcunliffe.com/navigating-the-beaulieu-river-on-a-cold-winters-day/
https://www.beaulieuriver.co.uk/
http://www.solentshallows.co.uk/

