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Editor’s notes:

    Thank you to Sara, Bill Robson for proof reading.  Also Sara who liaises with Bishop Skinner, our insurers of 
SEA SCAMP, who give £100 towards the cost of production.  And also to Sara for helping with addressing and 
posting out.

    I will create a small PDF version of the journal (it has no contact details) which will be e-mailed to friends and 
also any PM who sailed this year, an opportunity perhaps for skippers to chat about next year’s sailing with them.

    “At the end of a storm there’s a golden sky and the 
sweet silver song of a lark”  We have come through 
the storm of the year 2019 (not a year on which your 
Treasurer “shall not look back with undiluted pleasure”)

    We suffered a deficit of £3003 because both Income 
and  Expenditure were hit by a “series of unfortunate 
events.”

    Event 1 was having to pay £540 for a survey after 
the Bramble Bank grounding in April. That fortunately 
came out favourably
   
Event 2 was the cancelling of one trip due to crew 
illnesses

   Event 3 was not finding a crew to get the boat from 
Brest to Lorient and making a loss of £600 on that 
trip. At the time it was thought getting to Lorient was 
essential so as to be able to complete our summer 
progamme in South Brittanny. As it happened it was 
the precursor to misfortune.

   Event 4 was the throttle cable giving up the ghost 
within minutes of SEA SCAMP leaving port after being 
hemmed in by bad weather. It cost £140 to replace it. 
By the time the boat left Lorient, which should have 
been Sunday 28th July it was actually Thursday 1st 
August when she set out for Belle Ile.

    Event 5  Problems with the gearbox were 
encountered and at dawn on Friday 2nd August 
she headed back to the mainland. Friday afternoon 
an engineer came and was unable to diagnose the 
cause, so a more skilled one was booked for the 
Saturday, which was handover day.

    During the following three trips the boat was in the 
hands of engineers and it was 22nd August before 
SEASCAMP was able to sail away. 

    It took until October 10th to get the written report 
on the cause of the gearbox destruction from the 
engineers which, translated in its entirety is “After being 
asked to look at a problem of engaging the clutch to 
go ahead we confirmed the fault with the boat in the 
water. After the boat was lifted out we noticed there 
was a rope around the propeller which explains the 
problem with the gearbox and the shattered engine 
mounts”  The rope concerned was displayed at the 
AGM and is blue polypropylene, of diameter 10mm of 
length 3.5 metres and has a ring splice at each end 
and a knotted loop half way along.

    The combined effect of monies paid out and money 
not taken in on trips 15 to 19 plus the survey was an 
unexpected outlay of £5586; that more than explains 
the hit of £5417 on cash at the bank during 2019 from 
the 5 events that came out of the blue.

    After considering a year when our sailing fees 
earned averaged £126 per day yet varied between £3 
and £225 and considering recent inflation it has been 
decided to increase the Sailing fee per day by 2% to 
£43 per day with Cadets remaining at £21. The Refit 
Allowance is being increased from £1.70 per day to 
£2. This is the first increase since 2014.

    At our AGM on December 7th the forbearance of 
crews who were not able to sail and the generosity of 
those who donated their fees or paid their own hotel 
bills whilst marooned in France with the boat rendered 
uninhabitable, was acknowledged.

    As treasurer I was pleased to see a friendly warmth 
among those who attended, a good spirit and good 
humour abounded. I nearly deleted the previous 
sentence when I suddenly thought “What has that 
got to do with Club Finances? Then I realised it has 
everything to do with Club Finances.

Club Finances

    My theme this year will be the backroom girls and 
boys who keep SEA SCAMP sailing serenely on, 
whilst they are below paddling furiously below the 
surface, no better illustrated when our gear box failed 
this summer and the back team swung into action to 
ameliorate the impact. 

The club depends on a group of individuals, you all 
know who they are, who selflessly give of their time, 
and sometimes treasure to keep us afloat. If you 
would like to join us on the committee or fulfilling 
other non-committee roles , please contact me ,we 
currently need a permanent sailing Secretary ,( on the 
committee) and non-committee roles , safety  Advisor, 
and an auditor , My thanks to Nicky , Ian and Clive 
who have been fulfilling  these roles and have stepped 
down .

    It is my sad duty to report the death of one of our 
longstanding and well beloved members Beryl Barr, 
we shall all miss her.

  The reports that you will read of the trips SEA SCAMP 
undertook this season merit attentive reading. I was 
privileged this year to take SEA SCAMP to the 75th 
commemoration of D Day, in early June, with a full 
multinational crew, we were invited and feted, and 
towed out of the lock and Ouistream with alacrity by 
the Royal Navy training boat from Dartmouth when we 
got a rope round our prop, (and no I do not think this 
caused the ultimate gearbox failure!) 

    Next year we are scheduled to explore the 
inland waterways of Holland, book early to avoid 
disappointment.
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Bill Scatchard - Refit Chairman

Refit Report Sailing Secretary report

Nicky Twort - Sailing Secretary

Brain Tweaker.

set by Bill Robson

    In the estuary of which river can you hire a kayak and paddle around at low water where there are 150 scuttled 
half-sunk boats of which one is shown below?

    For more details of all the refit jobs we will be doing this year please contact me     Email: billscat4@gmail.com

    SEA SCAMP ‘s season in South Brittany was marred 
by a thick rope round the propeller and gear box failure 
– after delays due to French holidays, a new gear box 
was fitted at some expense.

    When she was lifted out at Shamrock Quay  on 11th 
November she looked good, we built  the frame on 
16th November and it will be covered after Christmas 
so that we can refit in the dry.

    Our shipwright 
will be continuing 
the programme of 
hunt the leak  -plank 
seam splining on both 
quarters and deck 
caulking with some 
work on the mast 
recommended by our 
professional riggers 
at lift out. He will be 
strengthening the 
chain-plate fastenings 
with the intent of 
stopping leaks down 
their deck holes.

    The electrical 
upgrade programme 
will be continued, the wiring to the engine control box 
renewed as necessary and the old black cabling up 
the starboard cabin side replaced – the major job here 
will be to unfasten all the little cable clips on the beam 
shelf. Lights to be replaced as necessary.

   There will be plenty of jobs for members to do - paint 
preparation and painting – inside and out , brightwork 
varnishing and of course the annual servicing of 
equipment – pumps, sea cocks and winches.  There 
are lots of small jobs for all skill levels.

    This year the following will be replaced : out of date 
red flares, jack stays, the 8 year old jumper shrouds, the 
automatic engine fire extinguisher and the port jib car 
and block – lost at Lorient .  The soon to be out of date 
Hammar firing heads on the lifejackets have already 
been replaced and the cooker has been serviced.

    If any member has marine diesel engine and 
gearbox expertise please contact me, we need 
someone to check over the engine and advise of 
potential problems and work that will be needed to be 
done  - before things go wrong.  
 
    MDL wish to change the store “Tenancy at Will” 
rental agreement to a more formal basis – negotiations 
are taking place which hopefully will be concluded 

satisfactorily but some 
time in the future we 
may have to move our 
store off site – a 20 foot 
container somewhere ? 

    SEA SCAMP is at the 
top end of the yard near 
to our pontoon gangway 
and Amanda Prout will be 
organizing the re-fitters 
this year and when she 
contacts you please let 
her know your availability 
or even better contact her    
amandaprout@gmail.
com

    SEA SCAMP will be 
relaunched on 7th April.

    The 2019/20  Refit Allowance of £ 2.00 is earned for 
each Refit  “day” done (6 hours starting at 0930).   For 
more details of all the refit jobs we will be doing this 
year please contact me  Bill Scatchard, Refit Chairman        
Email: billscat4@gmail.com

    Finally we come to SEA SCAMP’s Christmas Presents   
:
 A new cabin clock @ £100  
 and 
 new lower saloon berth cushion covers at £300  
- 
    All contributions will be most gratefully received.

Relaunch on  April 9th this year was followed by shakedown days and a youth weekend as Trip 1.  Trip 3 was  
taking part in the OCC Spring Rally. Owing to appalling weather, attendance at the Rally itself involved just going 

to Cowes on the fast ferry. There was good sailing on the Sunday though with more temperate weather.

Subsequently the Programme  followed the normal pattern of Solent- based weekends and days until early June 
with the D Day trip to Normandy. Thus the first part of the Programme was well supported, except for the Easter 
weekend (Trip 2) when SEA SCAMP remained on her berth. I suggest that this time slot is better publicised as it 

is surely an excellent time for refamiliarisation, basic training, handling experience etc.

This year SEA SCAMP returned immediately to SQ from the D day event, before setting off westwards in mid 
June to take part in the Cross Channel Regatta Brixham - Paimpol. Following that SEA SCAMP sailed along the 

N Brittany coast via Roscoff to Brest. Shortage of crew for Trip15 resulted in non stop 18 hour motoring from 
Brest to Lorient.

The following Trip suffered damage to the gear box/ propellor and cancellations resulted until this was resolved.

Subsequently, due largely  to more crew shortages, the cruise programme was forshortened to provide more 
Autumn sailing  opportunities home- based. 

During the late summer, because of family issues, I passed on my responsibilities as Sailing Secretary to Flo  
and Hugh. My thanks to them for stepping into the breach and making the final element of the Programme a 

success. I also decided to step down as Sailing  Secretary. 

Thus a mixed result for 2019, with technical problems and crew shortages. Perhaps we set out with too many 
ambitions.

.I wish my successor all the best.  
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GRADE

 Skipper 

MINIMUM RYA
QUALIFICATION

 RYA Coastal Skipper  
 certificate (examined, not
 course completion)

 First Aid certificate (3 year  
 life)

 SRC certificate

ADDITIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

 RYA Sea Survival

 Commercial Endorsement
 International Certificate of
 Competence

 RYA Diesel Engine 
 Maintenance

ADDITIONAL 
REQUIREMENT FOR

GRADE
 Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate Training 
 Syllabus up to Skipper level, 
 including a “Pass out” test.

 Min. 1,000 miles logged in  
 coastal waters.

 Must have sailed as a Mate 
 on Sea Scamp for at least 2
 week ends and 1 cruise with
 different Skippers, which
 must include 2 offshore  
 passages of over 60 miles .

RECOMMENDATIONS
REQUIRED

 Nominated by a SEA 
 SCAMP Syndicate
 “assessor”

 Recommended by 2 
 other Skippers

 Mate  RYA Day Skipper / Watch
 Leader theory and practical
 courses completed.

 SRC certificate.

 First Aid certificate  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus up to Mate 
 level.

 Must have sailed as Watch 
 Leader for at least 2 week -
 ends on Sea Scamp, which
 must include one offshore  
 passage of over 60 miles.

 Recommended by 2 
 Skippers

 Watch 
 Leader

 RYA Day Skipper / Watch
 Leader theory

 First Aid certificate  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus up to
 Watch Leader level.

Must have sailed aboard Sea 
Scamp for at
least 2 week ends .

 Recommended by 1 
 Skipper

 Qualified
 Crew

 None  RYA Competent Crew  Assessed against the Sea
 Scamp Syndicate
 Training Syllabus for  
 Qualified Crew level.

 Recommended by 1 
 Skipper

Summary of SEA SCAMP syndicate grading scheme

Adrian Gould - Training  Skipper 

   As usual I remind skippers and crew that every trip has the potential for training and for signatures on your 
“can do” sheets. Don't forget to make an application for regrading when you are ready.

2019 Training

Training and Gradings as of Febuary 2020

Training Officers report.

Adrian Gould

Skippers & Mates
    No new Skippers or Mates appointed this year 
although there are several Mates and Watch leaders 
with either the necessary qualifications or need just 
to get their RYA qualifications and then are ready to 
progress

Watch Leaders & Qualified Crew
    Lots of hard work this season, I note that there are a 
number of members at all grades who are experienced 
sailors but need RYA qualifications to advance. 

   Please get in touch with me as there is the potential 
to putting a crew together with Overlord members to 
run a course, significant cost savings are perhaps a 
temptation to make the step to further one’s skills

As always, I remind members of all grades to ask their 
Skipper to help them with testing and signing the SEA 
SCAMP grading 'Can Do' sheets.
.

Skippers
Rob Anstey
Clive Brown (retired)
Alison Dewar
Adrian Gould
Adrian Halstead
Martin Hayden(dormant)
Luiz Provin
Bill Robson(retired)
John Salmon
Bill Scatchard
John Scatchard
Mike Sharples
Rob Stevenson
Kate Taylor
Nick Thomas(dormant)
Andy Whitmore

Mates
John Davison
Jenny Douse
Jim Gotto
Chris Kingswood
Graham Little
Sophie Lund
Graham Macey
Denise Moore
Martin Moss
Guy Mullins
Florence Preux
Amanda Prout
Laura Salmon
Terry Secretan
David Shepherd
Simon Smewing
Sara Taffinder
Eden Thomson
Nicole Twort
Hilary Webb

Watch Leaders
John Adams
Ian Baines
Mark Cullen
Peter Deeley
Celia Emmott
Peter Hamblin
Andrew Hawthorn 
Lesley Kiln
Nick Mayne
Mark Meadows
John Orrell
Rob Panting
Matthew Robson
Hugh Taylor
Ian Taylor
Mary Webb
James Wickens

Qualified Crew 
John Adam
Jill Campion
Monica Deasy
Keith Farley-Pettman
Carolin Gohler
Martin Golden
Kate Gotto
Millie Gotto
Poppy Gotto
Simon Hodgins
Chris Lovegrove
Niall Maynard
Colette McLaughlin
Saladin Meckled Garcia
Terry Noonan
Liz Scatchard
Sue Shrubsole
Louis Taffinder
Minji Xu
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Website.

Mike Sharples 
Website manager

    The Member’s area of our website has been changed so that it gets live updates of the Sailing Programme. 
The Sailing Secretary now keeps the master sailing programme as a Google spreadsheet and the website 
automatically copies that every 5 minutes. To access the up-to-date sailing programme:

- Go to the Sea Scamp website at www.seascamp.org.uk
- Click Login to log into the Member’s area
- Type your username (which is your firsnamelastname, e.g. adriangould)
- Type the password you were sent by email when the new website was set up (if you’ve forgotten it then 
               click the “Forgot password?” link to get a new password sent by email)
- Click the yellow “Log In” button
- Click “Sailing Programme 2020” under “Members menu”

    There you will see the latest sailing programme. If you are viewing on a small device (e.g. a mobile phone) 
you will need to scroll down and across to see it all. Non-members can view a redacted version of the Sailing 
programme from the main menu of the website.

    Under the Member’s menu, you can also see contact details and qualifications of other Sea Scamp members 
(these are visible only to logged-in members), the Sailing Manual and other goodies. Please send me other 
documents (such as electrical diagrams and lists of charts) to add to the website, for members to access. The 
Committee is considering whether to maintain and update the list of members with their contact details and 
grading levels as a page in the Member’s area.

Beryl Barr

    It is with great sadness that I am writing to record 
the passing of Beryl Barr, a long standing member
of SEA SCAMP and one of my close friends and a 
neighbour.

    Beryl first sailed on Sea Scamp as a temporary 
member in May 1988. Her first trip as a member was
with Tony Venables in August of that year, then again in 
October - so was obviously not put off by the facilities 
on board! She cheerily regaled me with a story of 
getting soaked down the back of the neck from the 
leaking forehatch whilst powdering her nose! 

    Over the next eighteen years Beryl went on over 
sixty cruises on SEA SCAMP with seventeen different 
skippers. She served as Membership Secretary on the 
committee for five years from 1998. She also went on 
a chartered cruise in the Caribbean with Lynn Moseley 
who was one of those Skippers who had sailed with 
her on SEA SCAMP.

    Beryl was a fearless and accomplished sailor, an 
excellent helm, but also happy to go forward to the
foredeck on a beat, in heavy weather, to change and 
reduce the foresail. This is a no mean task whilst the 
bows dip into oncoming seas depositing green waves 
on deck! Those of us who have done similar know it 
takes a special person to brave such elements.

    I was lucky enough to sail with Beryl on many 
occasions. She was always ready to laugh, enjoyed a
good joke and had some wonderful stories of her time 
out in Africa with her husband Mike, not to mention 
tales of past trips aboard SEA SCAMP. 

    She had a big heart and always went out of her way 
to help people and putting in many days refitting the 
boat. She, like many others, helped to ensure SEA 
SCAMP remained in tip top condition. Even when she 
became a ‘friend’ of SEA SCAMP she maintained a 
lifelong interest in what was happening with the boat. 

    Dropping in on the Barr’s always involved happy 
banter about the boat, recalling memorable trips and 
exploits – wading through mud at Newton creek, great 
dinners on board, wonderful ports and anchorages, 
sunsets and sunrises after a night’s sail. 

    Her last sailing trip was with Mike and me on
my boat delivering her to the Dart. She realised then 
that her sailing days were over, but whooped with joy 
as we entered the river, motoring up stream to the 
mooring to enjoy a glass of wine in the cockpit as the 
sun set. 

    I’m sure there will be many in the club who will also 
have happy memories of times aboard Sea Scamp 
in Beryl’s company and who would join with me in 
extending their condolences to Mike Barr and his 
family.

The family have asked people who wish to make 
donations to go to
https://www.heartstogether.org.uk/donate 
or to join the stem cell register at
https://www.anthonynolan.org/8-ways-you-could-save-
life/donate-your-stem-cells

Obitary - Graham Macey 
Photos - Sophie Barr
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Brittany  

7 - 12 July   Paimpol - Roscoff  
Adrian Gould (S)
Terry Secretan (M)
Terry Noonan
Ami Secretan (PM)

3 - 10 August
Sea Scamp on dry land
Alison Dewar (S)
Chris Kingswood(M)
Jenny Douse
Monica Deasy
Andy Hawthorn

25 - 30 August 
Concarneau - Plymouth
Adrian Gould (S)
Sara Taffinder (M)
Niall Maynard
Peter Snow (PM)

22 - 23 August  
Lorient - Concarneau 
Adrian Gould (S)
Mike Sharples (M)

2019,  Who sailed where when
Spring sailing in the Solent

11 - 12 April    SQ shakedown
Bill Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Amanda Prout
Nicky Twort

13-14 April SQ Youth Weekend
Adrian Gould (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Ian Baines
Hugh Taylor
Matt Robson
Minji Xu

27 - 28 April  OCC weekend
Ian Thomas (S)
Nicky Twort (M)
Peter Lloyd (OCC)
Simon Brenchley (PM)
Luiz Provin
Rob Stevenson

11 - 12 May S.Q. - Bucklers H.
Bill Scatchard (S)
Guy Mullins (M)
Flo Preux
Peter Deeley
Katelyn Terry (PM)
Chistopher Knedel (PM)

25 - 27 May S.Q. - Chi.= - Folly
John Scatchard (S)
Flo Preux (M) 
Hilary Webb
Sara Turnbull
Christine Fitt

4 - 6 May  S.Q. - Hasler - Cowes
Alison Dewar (S)
Chris Kingswood (M)
Jenny Douse
John Adam
Rob Panting

England and Northern France 
late spring

15 - 21 June    SQ - Plymouth
Alison Dewar (S)
Dave Shephard (M)
Christine Fitt
James Wickens
Colin Schoon (OCC)

23 - 26 June  Plymouth - Brixham
Bill Scatchard(S)
Simon Smewing (M)
Sara Taffinder

29 June - 5 July 
Brixham - Paimpol
Classic Channel Regatta
Bill Scatchard (S)
Flo Preux(M)
Jill Campion
Nigel Harvey
Rob Panting
Hugh Taylor

31 May - 9 June  
SQ. - Ouistreham - SQ
Rob Stevenson (S)
Sara Taffinder(M)
Andy Hawthorn
Vincent Grenier (PM)
Roberta Bonometti (PM)
Ugo Reyne (PM) (cadet)

25 - 31 Aug   Plymouth - SQ
John Scatchard (S) 
Hilary Webb (M)
Adrian Gould
Sara Taffinder
Celia Emmott

7 - 8 Sept  SQ - Folly Inn.
Adrian Gould (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Sara Turnbull
Andy Royse (PM)

14 - 16 Sept SQ - Cowes - Yar.
Luiz Provin (S)
Ian Thomas (M)
Andy hawthorn

12 - 13 October S.Q. - Cowes
John Salmon (S)
Laura Salmon (M)
Peter Deeley
Mark Meadows (PM)
Elle Meadows (PM)
Thomas Shah (PM)

29 - 30 September S.Q. - Cowes
Robert Stevenson (S)
Sara Taffinder (M) 
Peter Bell (PM)
Helene Merge-Toppin (PM)
Axcel Martin

5 - 6 October  OCC Regatta
Bill Scatchard (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Jill Campion
Nigel Harvey
Rob Panting
Hugh Taylor

26 - 27 October  S.Q.
Adrian Gould (S)
Flo Preux (M)
Minji Xu
Qiu Qiu (PM)

21 - 22  Sept  
S.Q. - Bucklers Hard
Bill Scatchard (S)
Guy Mullins (M)
Amanda Prout
Chris Lovegrove

Return to SQ and autumn sailing in the Solent 

19 -20 October S.Q. - New. T.
John Scatchard (S)
Hilary Webb (M)
Jon Orrell
Jackie Wright
Kate Rankin (PM)

9 - 10 November  
Bill Scatchard (S)
Adrian Gould (M)
Flo Preux
Rob Panting

Ouistreham
St Vaast

St Helier

Torquay

Plymouth
Cawsand

Dartmouth

S.Q.

Fowey

Newton F./Yealm
Salcombe

Yarmouth
Portland M.

Poole Y.H.

Lyme Regis

Brixham

Paimpol
Lezardrieux

Weymouth

31 July - 2 August Lorient 
Ian Thomas (S)
Jenny Douse (M)
liz Thomas 
Tony Wallbank (OCC)
Cliff Davies (OCC)

21 - 27 July  Brest - Lorient
Bill Scatchard (S)
Nicky Twort (M)
Ian Thomas

14 - 19 July    Roscoff - Brest 
Luiz Provin(S)
Graham Macey (M)
Ian McGregor (OCC)
Nick Meyne
Jeremy Greenfield (PM)

Honfleur

Cowes

Perros-Guirec
/ Sept iles

Trebeurden

Roscoff
L’Aber Vrac’h

Camaret
Morgat
Douarnenez

Brest

LorientLorient
Kerneval

ConcarneauLesconil

Newtown River
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Cruise Reports 2019

3 - 6 May        Haslar - Shepards Wharf
Ticking things off the Mate’s check list (I don’t want to rush into it!)  

Saturday
    We departed a little later than usual on the Saturday 
as it fitted with the tides and with our shopping 
for stores in the morning.  This was partly to be a 
weekend of ticking things off the Mate’s check list for 
me, so no need for ambitious plans to cover large 
distances.

    The cool, stiff north wind reminded us that it was 
not summer yet, and we put in a reef in the pool by the 
Itchen Bridge to aid maximum control in anticipation of 
some manoeuvres later on.

    We made our way down Southampton Water and 
it was fun to be aboard SEA SCAMP again for my 
first trip of the season.  Perhaps the first manoeuvre 
to practise could be to anchor under sail?  We spied 
a suitable location north of the channel by After Barn 
cone and as we approached, discussed what needed 
to be done to bring SEA SCAMP to a halt and drop 
the hook.  We heard some toots, and noticed a couple 
of inflatable marks, and a flock of dinghies not too 
far to the north-west.  A dinghy race was about to 
commence, and we were planning to anchor in the 
middle of one of their legs!  We scrapped the idea of 
anchoring here and proceeded south to the Solent.  
Spending some of my time racing an Osprey dinghy 
(did I mention they have a trapeze?!), I could well 
empathise with them and anticipated their irritation at a 
yacht being parked on their course!

    Our second choice of anchoring site was by Lee-
on-the-Solent.  Having now had two opportunities to 
run through what needed to be done to effect this, we 
carried this out without a hitch.  We spent an hour or 
so at anchor here, and we had a late lunch during this 
time.

    On leaving under sail, Alison did a great job of 
demonstrating how to do so, by controlling the “see-
sawing” motion that occurs due to the combined 
action of taking in the anchor chain in stages, and SEA 
SCAMP wanting to sail off.  Timing this correctly during 
the final haul up of the remaining chain means you are 
sufficiently off the wind such that SEA SCAMP can sail 
off on a fine reach – which is what happened.

    We decided to end up at Haslar that evening and 
we made our way east.  In Stokes Bay we did some 
MOB practice; the “quick-stop” and sailing 2-3 boat 
lengths away to approach under main only and bring 
SEA SCAMP to a complete stop.  The aim is to get 

the MOB (a fender and bucket tied together) in the lee 
of the hull, by the shrouds.  Balancing the opposing 
needs of being actually stopped by the MOB (not 
creeping slowly forward), and having just enough way 
on leading up to stopping, for control, needs practice 
- a good idea to spend some time doing this on every 
SEA SCAMP outing. 

    We put the crew’s weight to leeward by the shrouds 
and noted that gunwale was about 12” above the 
water surface (on average) – a dead weight would still 
be very challenging to bring an MOB back on board, 
even at this relatively minimal height (compared to 
modern plastic boats).  

    The wind freshened and we decided to head in.  I 
was expecting a tack around Spit Sand Fort and a 
close reach into Portsmouth from there.  The wind was 
too close for a close reach, and we also had to sort 
out some knitting (the burgee halyard had become 
entangled with the jib sheet a little earlier and only 
now, just at the wrong moment, this had become 
apparent(!)), so we put the engine on to get us home.  

    The engine had to work hard to overcome the 
strong ebb out of Portsmouth, but we eventually 
got there and dropped the mainsail upstream of the 
Gosport passenger ferry.  The wind became quite 
tasty as we were doing this and quickly dragged the 
bow out of the wind – a prolonged burst of engine was 
needed to correct this so that we could make our way 
to the more sheltered pool outside Haslar Marina.  We 
were quickly alongside and put SEA SCAMP to bed.  
Chris made a wonderful job of preparing baked hake 
for our dinner, bought that morning from the fish 
vendors at SQ.

Sunday
    The next morning was still grey and chilly, as we 
made ready to depart, after some lovely bacon 
butties that Jenny kindly prepared.  We performed a 
“3-point turn”, in order to get out of the marina.  The 
throttle lever was moved to forward to finally exit the 
marina – and nothing happened!  No forward drive 
at all!  We had just enough way on to perfectly come 
alongside the pontoon once again – it looked like we 
had deliberately needed to moor up again! What could 
be the problem?  The throttle lever could be moved 
forward and aft but the engine did nothing in response.  
Luckily there were some great minds(!) on board – I 
think we all had a go at alternately scrutinising the 
instructions and climbing down the quarter berth to 

Alison Dewer (S) Chris Kingswood (M) John Adam Jenny Douse Rob Panting

May 11 - 12 Bucklers Hard and Newtown River
Bill Scatchard (S), Flo Preux(1st M), Guy Mullins (2nd M), Peter Deeley with PM’s Katelyn Terry & 
Christoph Knedel  

    With a varied cloudy forecast – Saturday  NE 10 
knots and Sunday Easterly 4/5, we had an enjoyable 
sail down Southampton Water, on to Browndown and 
then back to Osborne Bay to anchor for lunch.

    A nice beat took us up the Western Solent to past 
Warren Flats and then a motor up Beaulieu River to 
moor on the ferry pontoon at Buckler’s Hard.

    On Sunday there was not enough wind to sail, so 
we motored to Newtown River and picked up a visitors 

buoy, 3 intrepid crew dinghied ashore for a walk off  
Duver and Hampstead Point.  After lunch we motored 
out to the Western Solent, the wind eventually picked 
up and we had a fast reach to Calshot and a run up 
Southampton Water.

    Kate and Chris, who had met Flo on a sailing 
course in Greece, enjoyed their sail on Sea Scamp but 
planned to move to New York in the summer.

inspect the workings of the lever. 
 
    We determined that the grub screw holding the lever 
onto the spline shaft had worked loose, such that the 
lever no longer engaged with the spline shaft properly 
i.e. the lever was effectively uncoupled from the 
engine!  But we couldn’t just put the lever back on and 
tighten the grub screw – the mechanism might’ve been 
in the “full ahead” position!  There was no telling what 
position the mechanism was in from just looking at the 
shaft – hence our crawling down the quarter berth to 
inspect the mechanism.  John took the lead in working 
out what the mechanism should look like when it is 
in neutral, and we shifted the mechanism such that it 
was so, put the lever back on and tightened the grub 
screw.  Assuming the grub screw remained tight, this 
was problem solved.  I guess the grub screw had not 
had a final tightening after re-fit.

    
Once we finally departed, we made our way to Stokes 
Bay and did some more MOB practice, just for fun!  
After, we sailed across to Cowes in light airs.  The 
tide strengthened against us, so we motored in to 
Shepards Wharf Marina – it was reassuring that the 
grub screw was doing its job and the engine was 
behaving as expected!  

    Chris once again took the lead in the galley and 
cooked some lovely steaks, which we followed with 
cheese and grapes.

Monday
    Monday was the sunniest and warmest of the three 
days.  We motored to the fuel pontoon up stream of 

the floating bridge – always fun to negotiate river traffic 
and picking your moment for the final approach to a 
pontoon.  

    Once we had left the Medina, we sailed across to 
the north shore.  Off Luttrell Tower, we thought we’d 
do some MOB practice for a change!  The wind was 
so light that it was tricky to keep enough way on and 
come to a complete halt.  In slightly fresher winds, the 
wind has a greater stopping effect once it has been 
spilt from the sail, perhaps making coming to a halt 
a bit easier.  Thanks very much to the crew for their 
patience in giving me the chance to practice the drill 
so much over the weekend!

    Once the MOB drill had been exhausted (and by 
this time it was exhausting!), we sailed off under main, 
hoisted the genoa and headed for Southampton 
Water.  A pleasant sail was had up Southampton 
Water, with enough west in the wind to enable us to 
make a good amount of ground home-ward on the 
starboard tack, and the port tacks of our asymmetric 
beat were much shorter. 

    As we began to near Hythe (and the HMY Britannia 
replica that languishes on a mooring buoy there), we 
were going well on a fine starboard reach.  Unusually, 
we took the main down first and let the genoa continue 
to provide forward drive.  This was a new thing for 
me and interesting to see how it panned out.  We 
continued under genoa on close reach for a short 
while, until we were close to the Itchen mouth where 
we put the motor on, dropped the genoa, and headed 
home.

    A few things were ticked off my Mate’s syllabus, 
so along with all the MOB practice, it proved to be a 
fruitful and fun weekend.  We had the added fun of 
some problem solving on the Sunday morning to boot!  
We don’t want it all “plain sailing”, do we?!

copy -   Bill Scatchard

copy -   Rob Panting
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fine reach to the finish off St Helier at 0618. 

     3rd across the line but 9th on corrected time.

    Tuesday was spent enjoying St Helier, Paimpol race 
briefing at 1700 followed by a quayside buffet supper.  

    Wednesday – up early for the 0807 start, sailing 
through the Passage Rock channel then in the stiff 
breeze the spinnaker was hoisted for an exhilarating 
45 miles run to Paimpol - at times surfing along on 
the crests of small waves.  We held the spinnaker 
right to the finish line at 1415 – where was the regatta 
photographer ?   Some of the smaller yachts suffered 
near the finish, one with a broken gooseneck and lost 
boom and 2 other yachts shredded their spinnakers 

as they dropped them early in the stronger winds 
away from the finish line. Later we found the 
braising  on our previously repaired spinnaker 
pole track slider had cracked.
      2nd over the line but 8th on corrected time.

    After anchoring for 4 hours to wait for the tide, 
there was a slow somewhat chaotic procession 
up the 5 mile estuary to Paimpol where we had 
the usual tumultuous welcome as we eased 
through the locks into the harbour in the middle of 
the lovely town. Welcome drinks on the quayside 
and dinner at  L’Islandais.

    Wednesday was a welcome day off to explore 
the delights of Paimpol and visit other yachts.

    Thursday, up early to collect the picnic lunch 
and lock out of harbour for the two Ile de Brehat 
Races. But as the wind was fickle and light Sea 
Scamp DNF either – did not finish  within the 
allotted time – still we had a nice slow sail around 
the spectacular coast.

    There followed the Danse des Classiques – 
the yachts sailed an oblong course around the 
committee boat and were judged on  sailing 
ability, elegance and ambience. This was our 
chance to triumph dressed in our Breton shirts - 
2nd  Ambience category.   

    Friday was another day of rest but included  Anglo/
Francais boules and cricket matches and blindfold 
dinghy paddle race across the harbour, followed by 
the final quayside prize giving. We ate that night at 
Quai Ouest. The organisers seemed to have got the 
dates wrong as the closing supper and party in the 
Salle des Fetes was on Saturday night where we were 
joined by the next crew , who later joined most of the 
crew in Paimpol’s night spots. 

   A lovely week’s sail with the usual fabulous French 
hospitality.

   Overall  8th out of 14 on corrected time in our class. 

28th June - 7th July          Dartmouth – St Helier  - Ile de Brehat - Paimpol
Bill Scatchard (S), Flo Preux (M), Jill Campion, Nigel Harvey, Rob Panting, Hugh Taylor 

    On Friday 
afternoon Jill, Nigel 
and Bill victualled 
in the hot sun and 
then took the bus 
to Kingswear  to 
register for the 
Regatta with the 
other 80 yachts 
at the Royal Dart 

Yacht Club and  meet old friends followed by inaugural 
reception. Bus back to Brixham to meet the rest of the 
crew for an enjoyable dinner at Rockfish above the fish 
harbour.

    In light winds we sailed to Dartmouth on Saturday 
morning – spinnaker practice on the way, for the 
1207 1st race – twice around a triangular course off 
Dartmouth Entrance, a poor start in NE 2 -  a result of 
8th out of 12 in our class.

    The afternoon race was abandoned – lack of wind 
and we rafted up to other Regatta yachts on the mid 

river mooring buoys.  The convivial Regatta dinner was 
held in the atmospheric Old Market Square lubricated 
by copious wine ferried across from France.

    Sunday brought better sailing – a good start – only 
5 seconds late over the start line for the long race 
around Start Bay – a beat to the 1st mark, spinnaker 
run and reach back to the finish. 3rd across the line 
but 5th out of 13 on corrected time.    Well done crew. 

    To celebrate we beam reached out to sea for an 
hour before returning to Dartmouth. Alas no prizes this 
year. We ate at Rockfish in Dartmouth.

    Monday morning – Briefing for the 95 mile cross 
channel race : Dartmouth – St Helier. At the 1307 start 
we were 1 ½ minutes late over the line, 7 out of 11 in 
our class but with a northerly breeze the spinnaker 
was rapidly hoisted and we clawed our way through 
the fleet. The change of tide and fickle winds in the 
dark off Les Hanois, NW corner of Guernsey, caused 
problems but we were able to carry the spinnaker all 
the way to Les Corbieres, SW corner of Jersey, with  a 

June 22nd - 26th    Devon cruise - Plymouth to Brixham
Bill Scatchard (S), Simon Smewing (1st M) & Sara Taffinder (2nd M)

copy - Bill Scatchard.

    We met at Plymouth Station, taxi to QAB and a walk 
to nearby small store where we victualled. We ate 
Chandler’s Bistro at Queen Anne‘s Battery.  Sunday 
morning was spent doing various maintenance jobs.
An engine on/off, rainy sail past Penlee Point, Rame 
Head and onto Fowey where we moored on the walk 
ashore pontoon at Berill’s Yard.  After exploring Fowey 
town centre we ate an excellent bouillabaisse at the 
recommended Sam’s Bistro.      

    On Monday after a Cornish pasty foraging trip – a 
bewildering choice, we set off for the short sail to 
Polperro. Future visitors be warned, the fairway to the 
harbour entrance is narrow with rocks on either side, 
2019  Reeds stated there were 6 visitors buoys and 
yachts should moor bow/stern to adjacent buoys. In 
reality there are 2 yellow swinging mooring  buoys 
either side of the fairway – the first yellow object on the 
port side was in fact a yellow light buoy. 

    We had a tasty pasty lunch watching the swell 
crashing onto the adjacent rocks astern.

    A pleasant afternoon sail back to Plymouth Sound 
where, after rounding Penlee Point we anchored off 
Cawsand. We rowed ashore for a couple of pints at 
the Cross Keys, on the way back to the dinghy we 
watched the Cawsands gig crew launching and the 

2nd mate practised being Lady Canute launching the 
dinghy..  After re-anchoring closer inshore at low water 
there was a magnificent sunset with the sun reflecting 
off HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH anchored in the distance. 

    We had planned to sail to Salcombe on Tuesday 
and then on to Dartmouth on the Wednesday but with 
easterly gales forecast for Wednesday, we motored 
direct to Dartmouth after getting as close to the stern 
of HMS Q E as possible before being warned off by 
the guard boat.  Again there was not enough wind 
to sail.  We berthed at the very quiet, expensive, 
dilapidated Noss Marina.  A 15 minute walk through 
the shore side woods to the chain ferry and then a 15 
minute walk into Dartmouth – unless you stopped at 
the pub.  We ate on board. 
On Wednesday another gloomy forecast – E or NE 
gales forecast later for both Wednesday and Thursday 
and so in poor visibility we tacked most of the way 
to Brixham where we moored in midafternoon.  After 
eating on board we had a very rolly/ bumpy night 
securely moored to the pontoon.

       Despite the lack of wind we had an enjoyable few 
days on our 97 mile Devon cruise. 

copy - Bill Scatchard.
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13th - 20th July   Brittany Cruise 
Luiz Provin (S)  Graham Macey (M) Nick Meyne, Ian McGregor, Jeremy Greenfield

    Sometime in 2018 I was delighted to accept Luiz’s 
offer to join him and 3 sailing buddies on SEA SCAMP 
in Brittany in July 2019 for a week’s cruising the coast 
of Brittany. One of the other crew members is a Nick 
Meyne. I used to work with a Nick Meyne some years 
ago. Could it be the same guy I wonder? Having said 
“yes please!” to the trip I then discovered how easy 
it was going to be to get from Lincolnshire to Roscoff 
for the start of the cruise…..not very! I knew that 
skipper Luiz, and maybe everyone else (?) planned to 
get the ferry to Roscoff, but that was not easy for me 
so I decided to fly from Southampton to Brest then 
somehow find my way to meet up with SEA SCAMP 
and crew. Nick then opted to do the same, and travel 
arrangements made.

    Day 1. Sat 13 July. Who arranged the British Grand 
Prix for today??? A43 closed, which was not a good 
start! Anyway made it to Southampton airport ok, and 
immediately see that Nick is the Nick I know. Small 
world, as neither of us knew the other sailed! Fun and 
games were enjoyed at Brest airport as my hold bag 
was rolling back down the luggage belt slightly faster 
than the belt was coming up. Mine was the last bag 
and luggage loader seemed to have gone home, so 
when my bag disappeared back through the curtain 
at the loading bay it didn’t seem so funny! After half 
an hour fruitlessly searching for someone to help, Nick 
courageously pressed the emergency stop on the 
already stopped carousel. This shut down the luggage 
handling system for the whole airport and certainly got 
someones’ attention (!), and eventually the systems 

were restarted and my bag appeared. Hooray!

Another slight delay followed searching for my cousin 
Adam who lives nearby (and is a boat builder), who 
had generously offered to pick us up and drive us 
to SEA SCAMP in Roscoff. We found SEA SCAMP 
without difficulty, and deposited bags in the cockpit, 
found out which restaurant the others were in and 
Adam offered to drive us into town to rendezvous 
with skipper Provin, mate Macey and able seaman 
McGregor, who had arrived earlier on the ferry and 
had nobly done all the provisioning. Enter Bastille 
Day celebrations with funfair and fireworks. Roads 
into town all closed and parking nigh on impossible! 
Eventually got to the others in the restaurant. Encore 
hooray! Could we get something to eat? “Non. 
Terminee”. Oh well. Introductions. A drink or two, walk 
back through the celebrating crowds to SEA SCAMP 
and bed.

    Day 2 Sunday 14th July  After a good breakfast, a 
tour of SEA SCAMP, a safety briefing, and discussion 
around the plans for the day, we made ready to set 
sail, cast off, and went out sailing outside Roscoff. 
In a lovely NE wind of circa 3-4 gusting 5 and under 
blue skies, with a full main and No 1 jib, we practised 
tacking, gybing, m-o-b etc. We headed back into 
Roscoff early evening, slightly soggy but perfectly 
happy. After making SEA SCAMP ship shape, the sun 
seemed to have metaphorically slipped below the yard 
arm, so we enjoyed a well-earned G&T, and Graham 
miraculously knocked up a delicious veggie curry, and 

at a reasonable hour we settled down for the night. 

    Day 3 Monday 15th July. Roscoff to L’Aber W’rach. 
Distance 28NM.
Up with the larks, and we left Roscoff witnessing a 
beautiful sunrise. After successfully piloting between 
Roscoff and the Ile de Batz, we had a steady Easterly 
F3, so hauled out the spinnaker which we flew most of 
the way west to Aber Wrac’h, spotting one dolphin en 
passage. Moored Aber Wrac’h marina early afternoon, 
and after tidying the decks and lunch, we headed 
into the small port town in search of a beer and a 
place for dinner. One or two of us couldn’t resist the 
temptation of a few oysters and a glass of wine, then 
we regrouped on SEA SCAMP for some witty repartee, 
and later on had dinner in a restaurant in the port. 
Really good. I had more oysters and crab. Delicious. 
Luiz was talking about his need for lion food, but in the 
end the fish proved irresistible! 

Day 4 Tuesday 16th July. Aber Wrac’h to Cameret. 
Distance 41NM

Another sunrise departure to catch the tide to 
Cameret. Very light wind a.m. so motorsailing. Fab 
breakfast, then we enjoyed the company of a pod 
of dolphins playing in the bow wave in a calm sea. 
Arrived outside Cameret circa 1.00om so skipper 
made a delicious pasta lunch, then wind picked up to 
a nice SW 3-4 so we decided to stay out and enjoyed 
a good few hours sailing up and down between 
Cameret and entrance to Brest. Practiced mob which 
was educational informative and entertaining, along 
with sailing under all points of sail, tacking, gybing and 
reefing! Cameret was pretty full and with no sound or 
sight of harbour master, so we rafted up alongside 
large steel French yacht. Cameret is a pretty port with 

artistically positioned boat hulks and piles of carefully 
balanced pebbles on the beach.
We enjoyed a nice dinner in the port, then walked back 
to SEA SCAMP under a partial lunar eclipse correctly 
identified by Graham. 
 

Perilous walk back at low tide along the harbour wall 
in semi darkness - huge drop and no barrier in the 
harbour side! You’d be dead if you fell off!
Calvados nightcap on board worshipping the partially 
eclipsed moon and so to bed!

    Day 5 Wed 17th July. Camaret to Morgat. Distance 
18NM

Thank you tides! Today we enjoyed a relaxed lie-in, 
before picking up baguettes, croissants, cat food (o.k. 
– pate de campagne – don’t ask….) and cheese. Oh 
and gin!
Breakfast in the marina then set sail around 11.00am
Lovely sail under asymmetric and arrived safely at 
a pretty anchorage St Nicolas, where we anchored 
under sail, and enjoyed our lunch. After a couple of 
relaxed hours at anchor, we pulled the hook up and 
headed into Morgat.

Rafted up alongside Father Christmas and family in 
big French steel boat. Ian bravely agreed to be hoisted 
up the mast to attend to a couple of minor rigging 
matters, and the small girl in the neighbouring yacht 
kindly blessed SEA SCAMP – possibly to protect Ian 
who was still hoisted far aloft! Lovely meal on board 
to the sound of live Breton pipes and local dancing. 
Went ashore and watched for a bit then walked into 
the village found a bar and enjoyed a few glasses of 
local liquid copy and photos - Jeremy Greenfield 
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produce, then headed back and hit our bunks at 
midnight!

    Day 6 Thursday 18th July. Morgat to Douarnenez. 
Distance 21NM
Into town to hit the boulangerie, then brekkie on board.
Left port 10.30 and enjoyed another lovely broad reach 
flying the kite. Arrived off Duarnenez at low water, so 
hove to off Douarnenez for lunch then sailed around 
the bay for a bit, heading into Douarnenez on the 
rising tide around 4.00pm. Nick made sure fore and aft 
shore lines were good under Graham’s watchful eye 
- look carefully - before we walked into town for a look 
see (and quick drink)
 
Chatted to German family with gorgeous yacht Gloria, 
and had a look around each other’s yachts. He has a 
business dealing in deck fittings and rigging and knew 
all about the windfall yachts and the yards which built 
them. This took rather longer than planned, so after 
we enjoyed a rapid route march around town up hills 
and down dales in search of dinner. Alas, too late, so 
hiked back (Graham jogged) and he quickly knocked 
up a delicious pasta supper. And so to bed, tired, full, 
happy!

    Day 7 Friday 19th July. Douarnenez to Brest. 
Distance 38NM
Light rain overnight, and drizzle in the morning. Bread 

and croissants purchased and eaten. Depart port 
10.15, and had a lovely 6.5 hr sail to Brest under full 
main and no 1 jib. Force 4 gusting 5. 

Having successfully avoided needing to use the heads 
all week so far, I was plied with cups of tea and drinks 
of water until forced to accede to the inevitable. Minor 
concussion resulted…..not really!
We arrived Marina du Chateau, Brest circa 16.30, 
moored up and almost immediately saw a seal in the 
marina just off our stern. Truly! We tidied SEA SCAMP 
then went ashore for a fab dinner and drinks, then 
back to boat in the rain and bed on board for the last 
night. Sob…...

Day 8 Saturday 20th July
Cleaned boat, completed admin tasks and swayed 
away under partial sun in our various directions. 
Au revoir Brittany. Au revoir SEA SCAMP. Au revoir 
shipmates. What a great week!

Below. 360 photo courtesy of Ian McGregor. So he is 
in it twice

July 20 - 27    Brest to Lorient Express 
Bill Scatchard (S), Ian Thomas (M), Nicky Twort

copy - Bill Scatchard

    We arrived at Brest after varying problematic rail 
journies, victualled and ate at a port side restaurant. As 
we were short crewed we had decided to go direct to 
Lorient.

    An early 2am Sunday morning start, not enough 
wind to sail so with the main up, we motored all the 
way to Lorient, across L’Iroise, caught the tide at 
ideal time through the Raz de Seine, past Pointe de 
Penmarc’h and Iles de Glenan, to moor inside the long 
wavebreak pontoon at Kernevel marina at 2026 where 
re-fueled and ate on board.

   An unevental motor in the hot sun – no engine 
overheating or ropes around the prop.101 miles in 
18.8 hours, average speed 5.4 knots, 30 litres of 
diesel.

   Monday morning- a short motor in the mist to Lorient 
marina in the city centre.  Ian went home leaving Nicky 
and me to enjoy Lorient for the rest of the week.

   Port St Louis and its museums, walk around the 
old French East India Company compound and 
other Lorient architectural delights, aperitifs on board 
PELICAN with Colin McIver, ferry to Port Tudy on Ile de 
Groix and of course several restaurants.

   We toured the Keroman III U-boat bunker with an 
English (sort of) speaking guide – very atmospheric 
with its U boat pens open to the sea. The other two 
bunkers (K1 and K2) had housed  U- Boats hauled out 

of the water by a marine railway and are now occupied 
by factories / warehouses and we saw the massive 
outline of the 4th unbuilt bunker.   Keroman III  is one  
the largest buildings in Lorient, measuring 24,000 
m2 . We also climbed onto the roof (3.40 to 7 m thick 
steel  reinforced concrete) to the splendid view-point 
dominating the roadstead of Lorient and its harbours.   
Apparently the Germans made the French pay for all 
these bunkers which were so well built Allied bombing 
had caused little damage. 

   After the war the base was used by the French 
Navy until 1997. Rechristened by the French as Base 
Ingénieur Général Stosskopf in July 1946, the new 
name commemorated Jacques Stosskopf, a German-
speaking Alsatian Frenchman who had been the 
deputy director of naval construction for the Germans 
at the base while secretly in the French Resistance, 
and had given valuable information on submarine 
movements to the Allies during the war until his 
activities were discovered and he was killed.   A fine 
example of Entente cordiale !

   The roof affords an excellent view of the harbour 
and of the former headquarters of Großadmiral Karl 
Dönitz of the Kriegsmarine (Nazi German navy) across 
the bay at Larmor-Plage. Flore S645, a Daphné-class 
submarine, launched in 1961, can also be visited. 
Another part of the base has been reconverted for the 
preparation of racing multihulls.
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24th - 31 August   Sailing back from France
Adrian Gould (S), Sara Taffinder (M), Niall Maynard, Peter Snow (PM)

   It's Wednesday and fair stood 
the winds for Plymouth as SEA 
SCAMP and ADASTRA X, slipped 
out of Camaret in the early morning 
sunshine.  Up went the asymmetric 
as we headed west and then 
swapped to the spinnaker once in 
the Chenal de Four, flying along in 
the sunshine.

   ADASTRA X, another classic boat 
that we had met in Camaret, a 42 
foot sloop and as pretty as SEA 
SCAMP, was bound for Beaulieu 
so we parted as we reached the 
open sea.  We had forgotten to 
exchange addresses with Tony & 
Joselyn and daughter Lynette and 
were hoping they will send the 
photos to our website so we can 
continue the friendship.

   Setting a course of 015, we 
scampered along covering 8 miles 
in one hour rolling among the 
waves and occasionally washing 

the decks. We flew the spinnaker 
for over six hours, and then the 
wind changed abruptly to a beam 
reach from the West and we had 
to switch to the genoa.  Fortified 
by biscuits during the day, the 
lumpy sea meant supper at 7pm 
was cuppa soup and baguette 
sandwiches - the dinners in 
Lesconil and Camaret a fading 
memory.

   We started the week from 
Concarneau, a pretty little town 
with a fort overlooking the harbour, 
and which I imagine is absolutely 
heaving in mid-summer, and made 
Lesconil as our first stop.  There 
was room in the picturesque little 
harbour; otherwise we would have 
been anchoring in the bay off 
the beach of this traditional little 
French seaside resort.  Right on the 
quay was what looked like an old 
wooden storage shed, and turned 
out to be an excellent restaurant, 

the Cantine de Mer.

   After an early morning start out 
of Lesconil through the fog and the 
fishing buoys, to catch the tide at 
the Raz, we were trying to make 
Ushant.  We made it through the 
Raz on time, but couldn’t manage 
Ushant against a headwind and 
a choppy sea, so we decided 
on Camaret as our next stop.  
Situated on the mouth of the inlet 
to Brest it has a well-protected 
and picturesque harbour with a 
Vauban fort and little church on the 
promontory.  It is another traditional 
holiday destination and we could 
see why.  The geography shows 
beaches north and west and 
so whichever way the wind was 
blowing you would find a beach to 
sit in the sun out of the wind.  We 
took a day off here, waiting for the 
wind to come round to the West 
and of course enjoy a couple more 
23 euro meals!

   Back to today, so on we 
scampered across the channel on 
course 015, in a good wind doing 
6-8 knots and washing the decks 
from time to time.  Dolphins swam 
with us for a few minutes and we 
had phosphorescence in the bow 
wave.  Ticking all the boxes as we 
sped along, the four hour watches 

seemed to fly by.  We reefed down 
during the night.  Big ships were 
sighted on the horizons but nothing 
to bother us.  The Eddystone 
Lighthouse was sighted at around 
3am.  We rounded it at 5:30am 
and slipped into the River Yealm, 
the prettiest anchorage I’ve ever 
seen, to tie up 24 hours after we 

started out, covering 156 miles, 
giving us an average speed of 
6.5 knots.  Good sailing and the 
course track showed the classic ‘S’ 
shape with the tide pushing us one 
way and then back as we crossed 
over.  Porridge and the last of the 
baguettes for breakfast and then all 
crashed out for a couple of hours.

   Brittany seaside restaurants 
seem to work to a pattern.  All 
had a 23 euro menu which 
usually included the staples 
of fish soup or terrine to start, 
mains of plat de jour meat or 
fish, followed by boules of ice 
cream or far au pommes or 
cheeseboard.  I tried the same 
menu choice in two successive 
restaurants and both were 
excellent.  

   The visitor’s pontoon is mid 
stream, so we called up the 
ferryman and headed for the Ship 
Inn to feast on fresh mackerel and 
chips followed by Surfing Cow 
ice cream.  Washed down with St 
Austell ale it was a meal fit for a 
king and queen and certainly for 

us ancient mariners. That evening 
we celebrated Sara’s birthday 
on board with a bottle of fizz and 
spaghetti bolognaise

   Another very early start to catch 
the tide saw us sailing out of the 
River Yealm and on to QAB in 

Plymouth for the final leg, in the 
sunshine and a good wind.  On 
arrival we dried out kit in the sun, 
cleaned up the boat, and the 
engineer came to fix the engine 
warning light. A fitting end to a 
great week of sailing in good 
company.

copy -  Niall Maynard
photos -  helpful  waiter

 & Simon Bound

Lesconil Harbour, new pontoons top right

Lesconil beach 5 mins walk from harbour
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Monday 2 September

We slipped at 10 for a short run up river to Dittisham and then had a good sail to Brixham, with quite a big swell. 
More victual ling and small maintenance including patching the canopy cover and sewing on spinnaker patches. 
Such a famous fishing port demanded a search for fresh fish and the drumming up of a Marmite Dieppoise by 

Hilary (monkfish, pollock, prawns, mussels, squid…..

Tuesday 3 September

Slipped at 10ish for a long sail to Weymouth. Quite a bit of wind and even more swell and we crossed Lyme Bay 
too quickly, to then battle wind over tide for a long time trying to get round Portland Bill.  Personally rather relieved 
(and wet) to arrive in Weymouth, where we rafted up against Alice Rose, whose skipper Peter had sailed on SEA 
SCAMP as a young ensign 50 years ago when he was not allowed to touch or do anything!  Too late to cook, we 

set off in search of fish and chips, arriving back at the boat with enormous portions.

Wednesday 4 September

I had to leave the boat here to get home in time to set off for another holiday, walking this time, so I said my 
goodbyes after a great cooked breakfast at a café on the quayside, and I hereby hand over to another scribe for 

the rest of the trip

copy so far -  Hilary Web

Saturday 31 August

John, Celia and Hilary miraculously arrived in Plymouth on the same train and took a taxi to Queen Anne’s 
Battery Marina to find Sara and Adrian already on SEA SCAMP.  We resisted visiting the Plymouth Gin Distillery 

and found the Co-op after some difficulty and restocked the boat. We later repaired to Platters (formerly Rocky’s) 
fish restaurant for a wonderful meal; scallops, hake, mackerel.  The chef had been there over 20 years, the 

maître d even longer.

Sunday 1 September

Some of us visited the very interesting Mayflower Museum on the Barbican. Next year is the 400th anniversary of 
the sailing of the Mayflower from Plymouth (6th September) so there will be commemorative events in Plymouth 
and elsewhere. We set off at 10.45, originally heading for Salcombe but the tides were unfavorable so we carried 

on to Dartmouth in leisurely gybing fashion, arriving on the visitors pontoon at spot on aperitif time. Delicious 
supper c/o Adrian of yoghurt chicken and vegetably rice.

31st August - 6th September  - Plymouth to Shamrock Quay
John Scatchard(S), Hilary Webb(M), Celia Emmott, Sara Taffinder, Adrian Gould

5th - 6th October  -  OCC Regatta
Bill Scatchard (S), Flo Preux (M), Jill Campion, Nigel Harvey, Rob Panting, Hugh Taylor

    The forecast was for light winds - N Westerly moving to S Westerly with cloud and no rain, we set sail to 
rendezvous with Colin McIver’s PELICAN which was this year’s committee boat and the other 4 yachts off Lee on 
Solent at 10 am.  

The first event start was delayed – lack of wind, eventually we started on the course – sail around several buoys 
finishing at “Quinnel”   -just north of Lepe Spit cardinal.  However the lack of wind and an adverse tide meant that 
by 1230 we had covered half a mile, so we retired and motored to the finish to raft up to OVERLORD for lunch.

The start of the Chicken Run was delayed till 1430 – sail as far west as possible, record turning position and 
time, return to finish at the appointed hour of 1630.  In a S Westerly 2.5 we sailed west along the mainland  coast 
of Western Solent turning at 1545. We arrived at the finish only 25 seconds late – one yacht was 30 minutes late 
!  Sails down and we motored up the Beaulieu River to raft up to OVERLORD on the pontoon at Gins – the Royal 
Southampton Yacht Club’s base.   

We completed the other “tasks” -  compose a limerick incorporating at least one of the regatta yacht’s name and 
tie two complicated knots. 

We had an enjoyable Regatta Dinner at the clubhouse.  Heavy rain overnight.

The Sunday Salver Race around various buoys ending off Lee on Solent – in strengthening winds we had an 
enjoyable sail with two spinnaker hoists, finishing at 1203. As the wind rose to NW 5 gusting 6 we had a hard 
beat up Southampton Water back to Shamrock Quay.

                                       An enjoyable – if wet weekend.

Results    Saturday morning event-              retired
               Chicken Run                                   4/5
               Sunday Salver                                 4/5
               Limerick         not sure – all yachts mentioned yacht Dodger !

    In South Easterly 4, gusting 5 we inspected the 
Boatshow from the River Test and then had a glorious 
fast sail down Southampton Water and Western Solent 
as far Newtown River before returning to the Beaulieu 
River entrance, with the No. 1 jib down we had a fast 
run up river before dropping the main at Buckler’s 
Hard. We moored on the Ferry pontoon and ate at the 
Master Builder. 

Sunday was not such a pleasant day- thundery rain 
forecast – which turned into persistent heavy rain and 
little wind so we motored back to Shamrock Quay 
only to find that the rain stopped in the afternoon.  A 
disappointing day after a lovely Saturday.

21st -22nd September  - Beaulieu river
Bill Scatchard(S), Guy Mullins(M), Amanda Prout(2nd M), Chris Lovegrove
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Proposed Sea Scamp sailing programme for 2020

Trip Days Dates Handover Skipper Mate Vacancies
0 4 7-9 April SQ Bill Scatchard Adrian Gould 4

1 2 10-13 April SQ Adrian Gould Flo Preux 4

2 2 18-19 April SQ John Scatchard Hilary Webb 1

3 2 25-26 April SQ Bill Scatchard Flo Preux 2

4 2 2-3 May SQ Andy Whitmore 5

5 3 8-10 May SQ Adrian Gould Flo Preux 1

6 2 16-17 May SQ Adrian Gould Flo Preux 4

7 3 23-25 May SQ Rob Stevenson 5

8 2 30-31 May SQ Mike Sharples Adrian Gould none

9 11 1June - TBC SQ - Kent Alison 5

9a tbc TBC - 11 June Kent - Woolverstone Adrian Gould Sara Taffinder 3

10 tbc 13-14 June Woolverstone Bill Scatchard Flo Preux 2

11 6 14-20 June Woolverstone Alison Dewar 5

12 7 20-27 June Woolverstone to Goes John Scatchard 4

13 7 27 June - 4 July Goes to Dordrect Adrain Gould Flo Preux 3

14 7 4-11 July Dordrecht to Goes Mike Sharples Adrian Gould 3

15 7 11-18 July Goes to Dordrect Mike Sharples Nicky Twort 2

16 7 18-27 July Dordrecht to Goes Bill Scatchard Amanda Prout 3

17 7 25 July-1 Aug Goes to Dordrect Alison Dewar 5

18 7 1-8 Aug Dordrecht to Goes Luiz Provin Graham Macey 1

19 7 8-15 Aug Goes to Dordrect John Scatchard Hilary Webb 4

20 7 15-22 Aug Dordrecht to Goes John Salmon Laura Salmon 3

21 6 22-28 Aug Goes to SQ Adrian Gould Flo Preux 3

22 3 29-31 Aug SQ 6

23 2 12-13 Sept SQ John Salmon Laura Salmon 2

24 2 19-20 Sept SQ Bill Scatchard 5

25 2 26-27 Sept SQ Rob Stevenson 5

26 2 3-4 Oct SQ 6

27 2 10-11 Oct SQ 6

28 2 17-18 Oct SQ Bill Scatchard 5

29 2 24-25 Oct SQ 6

30 1.5 31 Oct - 2 Nov SQ Bill Scatchard Adrian Gould 4

as of Dec 2018, for up to date programme please contact Nicky Twort or view on the website 

Please note: correct at time of going to print 

Cruise Booking and Payment Procedures

BOOKING BERTHS 
Anyone wanting to book should:-

a) Book direct with the Skipper who must advise the Sailing Secretary of crew names and capability. 
b) Contact the Sailing Secretary who will take enquiries for berths and pass these on to Skippers for action. 
(The Sailing Secretary keeps an up-to-date list of crew bookings.) 

Once the Skipper offers a place the booking MUST be confirmed with a deposit of 50% of the sailing fee, balance of the 
fee is then due two months prior to sailing, or the full sailing fee if the trip is within two months of sailing.

Sailing Fees may now be paid by electronic Transfer from your bank to the Club.

Alternatively cheques made payable to “SEA SCAMP Syndicate” and sent to the Skipper who will forward them to the 
Treasurer, accompanied by a completed Sailing Fee Sheet are acceptable 

SAILING FEES for 2020 are;
All members except cadets                                           £43 per day.
Cadet (23 or under and/or in full time education)                                            £21per day 

PROVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP
In addition those who wish to sail who are not members of the Sea Scamp Syndicate or an affilated club (OCC or Little 
Ship Club) must join as a Provisional Member. Forms are available from Skipper or from the Membership Secretary

Provisional membership lasts for 3 months from the date of your first day’s sail. 

Fee to become a Provisional Member in 2020 is £10, £5 for those 23 or under, or in full time education

AFFILIATE MEMBER (a full member of the Little Ship Club - Annual fee of £10, OCC no fee) 

Skippers please note 
When a booking is made for a friend or guest please complete a Provisional Membership form which then must be signed 
by the Provisional Member and then returned to the Treasurer, preferably with the Provisional Member's cheque, and at the 
latest at least one week before sailing, in order to comply with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency requirements.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
These remain the same for 2020 and are for 12 months from the date of application. 

by standing order by single payment

Shareholder single member 60 shares or more £25 £40

Shareholder Family membership 90 shares or more £35 £50

Adult Member £75 £90

Family Membership £110 £125

Cadet Member £35 £45

Payee
Sort Code

Account
Reference

SEASCAMP SYNDICATE 
09-01-55
88453080 
TxxNotes 

 1. You must include a separate T reference in each transfer which covers more than one trip.
 2. Reference must consist of“T” followed  ONLY by the number of the trip shown on the sailing programme (NO DATES)
 3. For a deposit and then the final payment just put the same T reference for each transfer 
 4 .Your name will be put in automatically by your bank.

Please be punctilious if you wish to be able to continue this way of paying.

Fill in these bank transfer details 
i.e. for Woolverstone with 
Bill Scatchard just put in 
“T10” for the reference
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50 Square Metre News
V 2  RUSALKA – Sperling – Spirlind  (1936) (VPz 2)    Jan Huerkamp writes : Our Boat Rusalka is improving after 
having a new deck in the summer of 2018, including most Deckbeams, Stern, partly Stem and sheer strake. Big 
job. I will put photos on our website soon.     http://www.Takel-Ing.de      
 

  

VP  - PANNA WODNA  (an A & R 50 sq m a few months younger than Sea Scamp) 
Arthur Viguurs writes    arthur.viguurs@gws.nl                                                                

   We sailing with the Panna Wodna since year 2003, we bought her in Stockholm.
Funny enough since a few weeks I am in contact with a person in Poland who has interest in history of shipping 
and found some articles of Panna Wodna when she was sailing in Poland. Panna Wodna sailed for some years 
in Poland, same as Jan sister ship Rusalka, but Panna Wodna was used by some polish people to escape 
to Sweden. Interesting information and a contact which just came to me out of the blue. My best friend, Joop 
Doomernik, has a shipyard building Dragons and Wally Nano. Doomernik dragons, so this person from Poland 
came contact with me via the web site of Joop. Still one sister ship is still sailing and has berth in Gdynia Poland. 
The first harbour the four 50 m2 were delivered)
 
Before last year the Panna Wodna was ashore for two years, because I replaced the wooden keel and the keel 
bolts and some frames.  And now she is back in good condition.
As mentioned in late spring and summer we berth in Zeeland, near Willemstad.  We living in ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
near river the Maas, where we have our base berth.
Would be great to meet you next year in the Netherlands. Zeeland area is nice to sail. 

 

  

V 30 SEEFALKE II / SEA SOLDIER  Griff Williams Writes :                                                                    We have 
had a very good season - we won our class in Antigua classics , and we were by a long way the smallest boat 
in our class - no doubt helped by new sails and Seefalke is a bare hull down below!  We are in the process of 
reflagging to Antigua and transferring majority ownership to my son in law Oliver Greensmith - it saves us a lot of 
expense by way of cruising permits - at the expense of having to have periodic safety inspections.

V 48 SEA WRAITH  - Richard Ogilvy writes :
Sea Wraith still needing work although we sailed her and kept her in the water this year, she is now sheeted down 
on the quay at Lossiemouth for the winter.  I hope to get on with the finishing work in the spring and intend to go 
to the Portsoy Classic boat Festival next summer. 

copy  -  Bill Scatchard

Northern Coast Of Spain

V98 SEEBRISE          Andre Bauer     writes              www.bauer-naval-design.de
Seebrise is unfortunately still far away from the water, but I do have a small second wooden boat.

OTHER SQUARE METRE NEWS

30 sq M SUNA – for sale – 32ft. WINDFALL 30 Sq. Metre BERMUDIAN SLOOP, built 1936 – Lying: Yorkshire  
£22,500

30 sq m ERIDA now sailing out of Dartmouth

125 sq m AR – later Windfall Lively at BKYC    - For sale December CB  695,000 euro
 
BROKER'S COMMENTS -  SANDEMAN 
YACHT COMPANY :  Few yachts 
enjoy almost 40 years of tender loving 
care by the same understanding and 
knowledgeable owners. The astonishing 
63ft Abeking & Rasmussen 125sqm 
Seefahrtkreuzer AR has, and when you 
step aboard you truly feel it. She is the 
embodiment of the classic yacht as fully 
functional art. Keeping her true to Henry 
Rasmussen's design for his own yacht 
has been paramount over the years, and 
apart from the inevitable and necessary 
structural refits, the only real concession to modernity in AR has been the subtle introduction of sail handling 
systems to enable this elegant, fast, safe, comfortable and seaworthy yacht to be sailed short-handed by a 
family. To own AR is a very rare and highly recommended opportunity.

OWNERS' COMMENTS    “In 1982 there was no such thing as the ‘classic yacht renaissance’, but the 
people around such yachts were special. One of them was definitely Herr von Georg, the yachting school’s 
representative in the sale. He gave us preference over other interested parties who wanted to rip everything out 
to create more and more modern space for charter guests.
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Overlord’s news 

                Early season weekend training and 
Solent events were well attended. Strong winds on the 
Saturday of the Spring Rally hampered the ability of 
many boats to get to Cowes by anything other than the 
Red Jet ferry, but we had a splendid meal at the Island 
Sailing Club, and good sailing on the Sunday.

     In 2019 OVERLORD cruised to Scotland, leaving 
in late May from Gosport with a change of crew in 
Falmouth. We used Dunstaffnage Marina near Oban 
as a base, and the cruising grounds of the inner and 
outer Hebrides proved to be one of the most popular 
for many a year with full crews for almost every trip.

    It was almost with reluctance that OVERLORD left 
Scotland in mid-August to return south. In fact one 
of the crew of the last cruise was enjoying himself so 
much he stayed on for a few days, being dropped 

off in Douglas IOM on the way south. As autumnal 
weather started, resulting in a brief stop in Holyhead to 
sit out bad weather, OVERLORD made her way back to 
Falmouth, and then home to Gosport via the Channel 
Islands.

    Returning to the Solent in September we again 
embarked on a series of cruises, JOG races and some 
more training. Trafalgar day was a good weekend. Fine 
sailing during the day, with great food and shanties in 
the evening. A welcome change after the last 2 years. 
(Gales one year and flat calm the other).

    One memorable day in September was when Tom 
Cunliffe came on board to make a short film about 
Overlord. You can see the result on Tom’s blog site.

    The OCC Regatta was held in early October with 
calm conditions on the Saturday – so much so that the 
morning race had to be cancelled – but much better 
winds on Sunday. The Salva race was a close fought 
thing, with nip and tuck sailing right up to the line.

     In 2020 our first thought was to go north again, but 
this time to foreign parts and head for Norway and 
the Lofoten Islands. Unfortunately we couldn’t muster 
support to get OVERLORD there and back safely, so 
a less ambitious plan has been compiled to southern 
Brittany and Ireland. Maybe north next year.

SEA SCAMP members are always welcome on 
OVERLORD. Indeed many joined us for several cruises 
in 2019. Have a look at the programme on our website, 
or in your journal.

Good sailing to all copy  -  Steve  Collins

to sail on Overlord mail sailing sec Judith Bourne, judithmbourne@btopenworld.com 
or visit www.sailoverlord.org.uk 
Sailing Programme 2020 - Southern Brittany and Southern Ireland

Trip Days Date From Date To Itinerary Details

1 3 Tue 31 Mar Thu 02 Apr
Elephant Boat 

Yard to Gosport
Shakedown sail. 

2 2 Sat 04 Apr Sun 05 Apr
Gosport to 

Gosport
Solent weekend sailing

3 5 Thu 09 Apr Mon 13 Apr
Gosport to 

Gosport
Easter Sail

4 3 Fri 17 Apr Sun 19 Apr
Gosport to 

Gosport
Solent weekend sailing

5 4 Thu 23 Apr Sun 26 Apr
Gosport to 

Gosport
Training Weekend

6 3 Fri 01 May Sun 03 May
Gosport to 

Gosport
Spring Rally

7 4 Thu 07 May Sun 10 May
Gosport to 

Gosport
JOG St Vaast

8 3 Fri 15 May Sun 17 May
Gosport to 

Gosport
Cowes Spring Classic

9 7 Sat 23 May Sat 30 May Gosport to Brest Start Summer Cruise

10 7 Sat 30 May Sat 06 Jun Brest to Brest Cruise Brittany

11 7 Sat 06 Jun Sat 13 Jun Brest to Brest Cruise Brittany

12 7 Sat 13 Jun Sat 20 Jun Brest to Pornichet
Cruise Southern 
Brittany

13 7 Sun 21 Jun Sat 27 Jun
Pornichet to 

Pornichet
Cruise Southern 
Brittany

14 7 Sat 27 Jun Sat 04 Jul
Pornichet to 

Lorient
Cruise Southern 
Brittany

15 7 Sat 04 Jul Sat 11 Jul Lorient to Brest
Cruise Southern 
Brittany

16 14 Sat 11 Jul Sat 25 Jul Brest to Kinsale
Cross to Southern 
Ireland

17 7 Sat 25 Jul Sat 01 Aug Kinsale Base Cruise Ireland

OVERLORD’s planned programme for 2020 
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Specialist travel insurance

Our specialist travel insurance policy provides valuable 
worldwide cover and is especially suited to sailing overseas. 
If you’re planning on boating abroad this year, give us a call 
and we’ll be happy to advise you.

Designed with overseas sailing in mind.

Enquire online or call us today

bishopskinner.com
0800 783 8057
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The picture is of a hulk at Mallowes Bay in the Potomac River 
Estuary.  A large fleet of wooden transport ships, known as the 
Ghost Fleet, built to save steel for armaments which cost vast 
sums of money but were not completed until WW1 was over so 
were scuttled unused. Prior to that vessels used in the Civil War 
were decommissioned and dumped there.

Brain Tweaker - Answers.

set by Bill Robson

Directions to SEA SCAMP when berthed at Shamrock Quay SO14 5QL

SEA SCAMP 
on her berth 
Hammerhead 
Pontoon K

Park in this 
area
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Bitterne Railway Stn.  25 min walk

Woolston Railway Stn. 
 30 min walk

Yellow Welly Cafe, 

The Bistro Bar and 
Restaurant

Entrance to
Shamrock Quay

 Marina
SO14 5QL

From Southampton Central 
Railway Station allow 15 to 20 
mins in Taxi, or it’s about a 50 
min walk.

If driving, the entrance to the 
Marina is off William Street.

Contact No. for the Marina Office 
(MDL) is:- 02380 229461

Check in at the MDL Marina 
Office to register your car 
registration number 

photo on back cover by Hilary Webb of Newtown Creek




